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Cold Harvest & Aquaculture Canada Conference & Trade Show 2026
Sustainable by Nature, Innovative by Design

NL Aquaculture
Industry Association

DAY 1: TUESDAY, SEPT 15, 2026
19:00 TO 21:00 Conference Opening Reception Tradeshow Area, JAG Hotel

DAY 2: WEDNESDAY, SEPT 16, 2026

08:30 TO 9:15

Studio A - Opening Session, Welcome Delegates Emcee Bradley George, NAIA Executive Director

• Sheldon George, President, Newfoundland 
Aquaculture Industry Association 

• Welcome from Cyr Couturier, President, 
Aquaculture Association of Canada

• Welcome from the Province of Newfoundland and 
Labrador

• Welcome from the Government of Canada
• Welcome from Mayor Danny Breen, City of St. John’s

09:15 TO 10:00 Keynote Address: Scott Ross, Canadian Federation of Agriculture: “Feeding the Future: Seizing 
Aquaculture’s Potential in a Resilient and Competitive Canadian Agri-food System”

10:00 TO 10:30 NUTRITION BREAK (30 MIN), TRADE SHOW AREAS

Studio A - Interactive Panel: From Vision to Reality: Beyond Reaction & Transaction.  
Moderator: Tim Kennedy, Canadian Aquaculture Industry Alliance

10:30 TO 12:20

Opening: Lisa Bishop-Spencer, Canadian Center for Food Integrity - "Trust as Strategy: Moving Aquaculture 
From Response to Readiness."
• Joel Richardson, Cooke Aquaculture
• Victoria Windsor, Cermaq Canada

• Scott Ross, Canadian Federation of Agriculture
• Lisa Bishop-Spencer, CCFI

12:20 TO 13:30 LUNCH  NAIA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (MEMBERS ONLY) STUDIO E

Studio A - Nutrition & Feeding 
Facilitators: Dr. Stefanie Colombo 
& Ben Normand

Studio D - Climate Change & 
Adaptation. Facilitators Cyr 
Couturier & Dr. Kurt Gamperl

Studio E - Genomics & Breeding 
Facilitators: Dr. Tillmann Benfey & 
Dr. Eric Ignatz

13:30 TO 13:50

Sean Tibbetts, NRC ACRDRC 
- Preliminary Study on the 
Composition and Digestibility of 
Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar L.) 
Diets Containing a Hydrolyzed Soy 
Okara Meal (SOMh) in Combination 
with Conventional Soybean Products

Cyr Couturier, Aquaculture Expert 
- Aquaculture Climate Change 
Impacts - Adapt or Perish

Eric Ignatz, Benchmark Genetics 
- Breaking the Cycle: Off-Season 
Salmon Egg production

13:50 TO 14:10

Stefanie Colombo, Dalhousie 
University - Nutritional Differences 
in Wild and Farmed Salmon: Public 
Perception and the Facts

Kurt Gamperl, Memorial 
University - Climate Change and 
the Atlantic Salmon Aquaculture 
Industry in Eastern Canada

Eric Ignatz, Benchmark Genetics - 
Breeding Robust Salmon: Selection 
for Resistance to Complex Gill 
Disease & Cardiomyopathy Syndrome

14:10 TO 14:30

Angelisa Osmond, Dalhousie 
University - Evaluation of Hemp 
By-Product in the Form of 
Hemp Hull Oil and Hemp Protein 
Concentrate  in Diets of Rainbow 
Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss)

Shelby Clarke, Dalhousie 
University - Thermal Responses 
of Blue Mussels (Mytilus edulis) 
Across Levels of Biological 
Organization

Matthew Rise, Memorial University 
- Dietary Omega-6 and Omega-3 
Fatty Acid Influence on Atlantic 
Salmon Antiviral, Antibacterial, 
and Antiparasitic Immune 
Responses

14:30 TO 14:50

Tahi Fu, Skretting - Novel 
Ingredients - from Capability to 
Strategic Choice

Kiersten Watson, CMAR - Climate 
Change Vulnerability Assessment 
of Nova Scotia Finfish and Shellfish 
Aquaculture 

Samuel May, CAT - Utilizing 
Advanced Genetic Improvement 
Tools to Maximize Returns in Fin 
Fish Species
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14:50 TO 15:20 NUTRITION BREAK (30 MIN), TRADE SHOW AREAS

Studio A - Nutrition & Feeding 
Facilitators: Dr. Stefanie Colombo 
& Ben Normand

Studio D - Panel - Who's Next? 
Building the Next Generation of 
Aquaculture Leaders.  
Moderator: Hayley Gillingham

Studio E - Genomics & Breeding 
Facilitators: Dr. Tillmann Benfey & 
Dr. Eric Ignatz

15:20 TO 15:40

Roberto Armenta, DeNova 
Inc. - Fermenting the Future of 
Aquafeeds: Methanol-Based C1 
Single-Cell Protein for Sustainable, 
High-Performance Nutrition

• Charlotte Parrott, NL DFA
• Tahi Fu, Skretting North America
• Theresa Allingham, PHARMAQ 
• Zachary Foley, Cermaq NL
• Emily Warren, Young Salmon 

Farmers BC

Follow-up Perspectives on Next 
Generation
• Jennifer Wright - Can. 

Agricuture Human Resource 
Council 

• Kalysha Snow-Hanrahan, 
Agriculture in the Classroom

Tillmann Benfey, University of New 
Brunswick - An Introduction to the 
Production and Use of Triploids in 
Aquaculture

15:40 TO 16:00

Juan Manríquez-Hernández, 
Dalhousie University - Sustainable 
Feeds for Recirculating 
Aquaculture Systems: Effects of 
Alternative Ingredients on Atlantic 
Salmon Salmo salar

Tirosh Shapira, ONDA - Evaluation 
of Molecular Methods for Early 
Detection of Moritella Viscosa

16:00 TO 16:20

Hadi Hosseini, Memorial University 
- Impact of Dietary Shrimp and 
Macroalgae Extracts on Lipid 
Profile and Gene Expression in 
Lumpfish (Cyclopterus lumpus )

Élise Poirier, Dalhousie University 
- Investigating Genetic and 
Environmental Drivers of MSX 
Resistance in Eastern Oysters 
(Crassostrea virginica) in Cape 
Breton, Nova Scotia

16:20 TO 16:40

Panel on Feeding in a Changing 
Climate 
Moderator: Ben Normand

Amanda Xuereb, Laval University 
- Accelerating the Development of 
MSX-Resistant Oysters in Eastern 
Canada

16:40 TO 17:00

Flora Salvo, MERINOV - 
Supergenes at the Sea Ice 
Boundary: LD Block Architecture 
and Adaptive Genomic Variation 
in Saccharina latissima Across 
Atlantic Canada

17:30 TO 19:00 INDUSTRY - ALUMNI - STUDENT EVENT (BY INVITATION ONLY)

19:00 TO 21:00 NETWORKING EVENT  FEATURING LIVE MUSIC, O'REILLY'S IRISH NEWFOUNDLAND PUB, 13 GEORGE STREET

DAY 3: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2026
Studio A - Advances in Finfish 
Aquaculture
Facilitator: Evie Gágne

Studio D - Advances in Shellfish 
Aquaculture
Facilitator: Kerri-Ann Boone, DFA

Studio E - Regulatory Affairs 
Facilitators: Gail Hoskins & Chris 
Hendry

08:30 TO 08:50
Sofia D'Angelo, MERINOV - The 
Wolffish: A Ready Species for Cold-
Water Aquaculture Diversification

Guy Perry, Bideford Hatchery PEI 
- Genetic Responses to the Eastern 
Oyster MSX Epizootic in Atlantic 
Canada

Gail Hoskins, DFA NL - NL 
Regulatory Update

08:50 TO 09:10 Per Vidar Lange, Optimar - 
Optimar Delousing Systems

Nicholas LaValle, Neptune Hatchery 
NS - Oyster hatcheries as a tool for 
restorative aquaculture, coastal 
erosion prevention and supplying 
the seed oyster farmers need.

Chris Hendry, DFO NL - AAR 
Trends

09:10 TO 09:30

Azka Tauqeer, Memorial University 
- Biosynthesis of Bioactive 
Molecules Through Microbial 
Fermentation of Fish By-Products

Johnny Flynn, Colville Oysters PEI 
- An Island tradition worth fighting 
for: The fight against MSX.

Melinda Scott, DFO BC- Regulatory 
Harmonization

09:30 TO 09:50

Bill Butler, Oil Filtration Solutions - 
From Oil Changes to Oil Recycling; 
Reducing Operating Costs, Downtime 
and Carbon Footprint in Aquaculture.

Meredith White, AAF PEI - 
Experiences and Perspectives of a 
PEI-based Oyster Company During 
the MSX and Dermo Crisis

Kevin Edwards, Global Dialogue on 
Seafood Traceability (GDST)
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Studio A (continued) Studio D (continued) Studio E (continued)

09:50 TO 10:10

Philip Nickerson, Aqua Production 
Systems - Beyond Oxygen: A Novel 
Gas-Management Approach with 
Remarkable Fish Health and Growth 
Results at Commercial Densities

Gaitee Joshua, PEIAA - Navigating 
Challenges in Prince 
Edward Island’s Shellfish Industry

Tom Elliott, Transport Canada – 
Transport Canada’s Small Vessel 
Compliance Program

10:10 TO 10:40 NUTRITION BREAK (30 MIN), TRADE SHOW AREAS

Studio A - Advances in Finfish 
Aquaculture  
Facilitator: Evie Gágne

Studio D - Advances in Shellfish 
Aquaculture
Facilitator: Kerri-Ann Boone

Studio E - AI and Precision 
Farming
Facilitator: Cyr Couturier

10:40 TO 11:00

Andry Ratsimandresy, DFO NL - 
Physical Oceanographic Controls 
of Transport and Aggregration 
in Hermitage Bay and Adjacent 
Aquaculture Regions

Therese Wilson, CMAR - Canadian 
Atlantic Shellfish Health Network 
(CASH’N): A Year of Supporting 
Shellfish Health Across Atlantic 
Canada

Mark Braceland, WellFish Tech - 
Can AI give Actual Insight for Fish 
Health and Production?

11:00 TO 11:20

Marc Trudel , DFO NB - Migration 
of Atlantic Salmon Post-Smolts 
and Their Interactions with 
Aquaculture in the Bay of Fundy 

Heather Berringer, University of 
Victoria - Evaluating Translocation 
as a Recovery Strategy for 
Northern Abalone, (Haliotis 
kamtschatkana) Evidence From 
Mark-Recapture Data

Tyler Sclodnick, Innovasea - Data 
Systems That Make Life Easier

11:20 TO 11:40

Jenny Weitzman, CMAR - 
Understanding Limits, Indentifying 
Potential: A Coastal Classification 
Framework for Early-Stage 
Aquaculture Planning

Maddie Borland, Memorial 
University - Light Work: Enhancing 
Green Sea Urchin Composition 
Through Photoperiod Manipulation

Yann Malini, University of Guelph 
- Simulation of Precision Feeding 
Effects on Nutrient Oversupply, 
Retention, and Excretion in Nile 
and Red Tilapia

11:40 TO 12:00
Leah Lewis-McCrea, CMAR - Coast 
to Classroom - Nova Scotia's Marine 
and Aquaculture Education Program

Christopher Pearce, DFO BC 
Shellfish - Improving Pacific Oyster 
Resilience to Climate Change

ScaleAQ (Title TBC)

12:00 TO 13:30 LUNCH ON OWN

Studio A - Panel on Cooperation in 
Natural Resource Sector Industries 
Moderator: Stephanie Synard-
McInnis

Studio D - Seaweed Aquaculture 
- Cultivation to Application 
Facilitator: Kerri-Ann Boone

Studio E - Aquatic Animal Health 
Facilitator: Dr. Javier Santander

13:30 TO 13:50
Opening Presentation by: Stewart 
Muir,  Resource Works  - "How to 
Kill an Industry; The B.C. Salmon 
Story — and its Warning to Global 
Aquaculture".
Panelists: 
• Jennifer Woodland, Cermaq 

Canada
• Lorelei Roberts, Association of 

Seafood Producers 
• Stewart Muir, Resource Works 

Kalysha Hanrahan, Agriculture 
in the Classroom, Canada

Michael Williamson, Cascadia - 
Cascadia’s Plants: Powered by the 
Sea. Proven on the Farm

Javier Santander, Memorial 
University - Aeromonas 
salmonicida Melanin Structure 
and Immunomodulatory Effects 
in Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar): 
a Novel Microbial Functional Feed 
Ingredient and Antigen Delivery

13:50 TO 14:10

Mark Smith, Pacific Seaweed 
Assocation: Many Coasts, One 
Opportunity: Connecting Canada’s 
Seaweed and Aquaculture Futures

Thurka Paramanathan, Memorial 
University - Transcriptomics-Guided 
Reverse Vaccinology Approach 
to Design a Multi-Epitope Vaccine 
Against Francisellosis in Atlantic Cod

14:10 TO 14:30

Rafael Sabioni, Memorial 
University - Seaweed Aquaculture 
in Newfoundland: Progress and 
Possibilities

Lesley Clarke, WellFish Tech - Can 
We See Mortality Coming? The 
Future of Predictive Fish Health 
Monitoring
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Studio D (continued) Studio E (continued)

14:30 TO 14:50 Charlene LeBlanc, LeBlanc Seeded Lines NS - 
Growing Success: The LeBlanc Seeded Lines Story

Sathees Duglas, Memorial University - Isolation and 
Functional Characterization of Seaweed-Associated 
Marine Yeasts

14:50 TO 15:10

Varrick Grimes, Kalup NL - Kalup Nursery Two 
Years!  with:   Laura Halfyard,  Connaigre Fish Farms 
- Integrating Seaweed Farming into the NL Mussel 
Farm Model Using the Continuous Line System

Luis Tejerina-Pardo, Memorial University - Microbial
Response of CO2 Exposure in Lobster Gills (Homarus 
americanus) Under-Hydrostatic Pressure in the 
Context of Climate Change 

15:10 TO 15:25 NUTRITION BREAK  (NOTE - 15 minutes only)

15:25 TO 15:45 Flora Salvo, MERINOV - Diversification and 
Cultivation of Seaweeds: A Work in Progress

Thurka Paramanathan, Memorial University 
- Differential Regulation of the Francisella 
Pathogenecity Island/Type VI Secretion System (FPI/
T6SS) in Francisella noatunensis subsp. noatunensis 
Under Environmental and Host - Associated 
Conditions

15:45 TO 16:05
Michael Teasdale, HoldFast Seaweed - Can Kelp 
Farms Help Municipal Wastewater Systems? Early 
Promising Results from the Town of CBS, NL

Zeenat Issa, University of Guelph - Microbiome 
Mapping Across Ontario Salmonid Hatcheries of 
Rainbow Trout and Atlantic Salmon Using Nanopore 
Sequencing

16:05 TO 16:25 Joshua Rosettani, FloNergia -Rethinking Water 
Movement and Aeration in Aquaculture

Kira Randall, Memorial University - Dietary 
Modulation of Atlantic Salmon Spenic Lipid 
Composition and Gene Expression in Response to 
Simulated Co-Infection With the Salmon Louse

16:25 TO 16:45 Heather Burke, CASD - Bringing Marine Bioproducts 
to Life: From Lab Discoveries to Real-World Pilots

Harry Murray, DFO NL - Monitoring the Maggot: The 
Biology and Detection of (Ergasilus labracis) in NL 
South Coast Waters

19:00 TO 21:00 Cold Harvest & Aquaculture Canada Farmed Seafood Celebration Banquet and Awards Show Featuring 
Canadian Entertainer SHEILA WILLIAMS, Studio A, Jag Hotel

NAIA conference insert 2026.indd   4 9/1/2026   8:38:34 PM


