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RESPONSIBLE AQUACULTURE - GROWING AND SUSTAINING OUR COMMUNITIES 

30th Annual Conference & Trade Show 
Sheraton Hotel Newfoundland, St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada 

September 23 - 25, 2025 
 

Day 1:  Tuesday, Sept 23, 2025  

12:00  To 17:00 Trade Show Set Up (Sheraton Trade Show Area) 

19:00 to 21:00 Cold Harvest Opening Reception (Sheraton Trade Show Area) 

 

 

Day 2:  Wednesday, Sept 24, 2025 

09:00 to 9:45 

Welcome and greetings (Salon A) 

• Keith Sullivan, Executive Director – Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association. 

• Sheldon George, President - Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association. 

• Vice Chief Colleen Paul - Qalipu First Nation. 

• Mayor Danny Breen - Mayor of the City of St. John’s.  

09:45 to 10:30 

Keynote Address (Salon A) 

Dr. Ken Coates - Distinguished Professor Emeritus - Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of  
Public Policy, University of Saskatchewan. 

"Commotion on the Ocean: Environmental Activism, Marine Science and the  
Economics of Coastal Communities." 

 

Nutrition Break  (Trade Show Area) 

11:00 to 12:30 

"Sea of Change: Rewriting the Narrative on Aquaculture" an interactive panel session facilitated by 
Victoria Windsor - Grieg Seafood NL (Salon A) 

Panelists:  

• Tim Kennedy – Canadian Aquaculture Industry Alliance 

• Jennifer Woodland – Grieg Seafood BC 

• Ian Roberts – Precision Public Relations Inc. 

• Sebastian Belle – Maine Aquaculture Association 

12:30 to 14:00 Lunch on Your Own   --   NAIA AGM for NAIA Members (Location TBD) 

14:00 to 15:00 

“The Ripple Effect: Building Trust Through Outreach” - Interactive panel session - Facilitated by 
Kirstyn Hallberg, Grieg Seafood BC Ltd. / Young Salmon Farmers of BC (Salon A) 

Panelists: 

• Zachery Foley - Grieg Seafood Newfoundland 

• Amy Negrijn - Mowi Canada East 

• Rachel Strassburger - Taplow Ventures Ltd. 

• Janice Duggan-Molloy -  Cooke Aquaculture Inc. 

2025 



Nutrition Break  (Trade Show Area) 

   AI and Advanced Technologies in Aquaculture - 
Cyr Couturier  (Salon A) 

Environmental Performance - Jonathan Kawaja 
(Avalon / Battery) 

15:30 to 15:50 Cyr Couturier - Aquaculture Scientist MI - "Advances in 
Precision and Smart Farming in Aquaculture." 

Amy Negrijn - Mowi Canada East - "Mowi’s Journey: 
From Legacy Gear to Sustainability Success." 

15:50 to 16:10 Ola Kvaal Brandshaug - OptoScale - "How AI Empowers 
Salmon Farmers to Protect Health and Quality." 

Renita Dominaux - EcoAxis - "Aquaculture Waste 
Diversion Strategy." 

16:10 to 16:30 Dr. Mark Braceland - WellFish Tech - "The Use of AI and 
ML for Predicting and Enhancing Fish Health." 

Dr. Louise Bruce - BMT, Perth, Australia. - "Data driven 
decision making: Providing integrated digital solutions for 
the aquaculture industry." (VIRTUAL PRESENTATION) 

16:30 to 16:50 
 

Aimee Rae - Canadian Aquaculture Industry Alliance - 
"Sustainability: Commitments & Reporting" 

19:00 to 21:00 

Cold Harvest Celebration Gala, Jag Hotel, St. John’s 
Entertainment by Sheila Williams 

  Pre-event Reception starting at 6:30 pm,   Buses Provided 
 

 

 

 

Day 3: Thursday, Sept 25, 2025 

   
Marine / Worker Health and Safety –  

Chalena Biggar  (Salon A) 
Service and Supply Showcase –  
Darrell Green (Avalon / Battery) 

08:30 to 09:30 

"Psychosocial Hazards and Stress: Connecting the 
Dots."   Psychosocial hazards and workplace stress.  A 
conversation between DeeAnne Feltham-Scott -  OHS 
Educational Consultant with Workplace NL  and Chalena 
Biggar - Director, Health & Safety with Cooke 
Aquaculture.  

Tomer Katan - Stantec 

Chad Furlong - DSS Protection   

Philip Nickerson - AquaProduction Systems 

 

09:30 to 9:55 

Plenary Speaker 
Marie-Chantal Ross – Director, Ocean Program - National Research Council Canada 

“Aquaculture and Canada’s Blue Economy.” 

Nutrition Break  (Trade Show Area) 

   

Aquaculture Feeds and Nutrition –  
Rodrigo González Briones  (Salon A) 

Service and Supply Showcase –  
Darrell Green (Avalon / Battery) 

10:30 to 10:50 
Mike McLeish - Biomar - “Optimising performance through 
clinical nutrition.” 

Danny Eveleigh – Eastchem (NL) Inc. 

Ola Kvaal Brandshaug - OPTOSCALE 

Steinar Wasmuth - Bioretur 

Jim Garland - BDC 

Matti Rautio - AKVA Group North America 

 

 

 

 

10:50 to 11:10 
Eduardo Toyes – Skretting - “The Evolution of Salmonid 
Nutrition: Insights from a Feed Supplier’s Perspective”  

11:10 to 11:30 
Brianna Orr Stratton - DeNova – “High Performance 
Microbial Protein for Sustainable Aquaculture” 

11:30 to 11:50 

Kira Randall - Memorial University – “The Impact of 
Dietary Omega-6 to Omega-3 Fatty Acid Ratio on Atlantic 
Salmon Splenic Response to Sea Louse Infestation.” 

11:50 to 12:00 
Tom Taylor – Atlantic Canada Fish Farmers Association – 
“Session Recap and Closing Commentary.” 



12:00 to 13:30 Lunch on Your Own 

   Advancements in Finfish Aquaculture –  
Candice Way - LGL Ltd. (Salon A) 

Alternative and Emerging Aquaculture Species - 
Gail Hoskins (Avalon / Battery) 

13:30 to 13:50 
Jennifer Wiper - Cooke Aquaculture - "Elastic Aquaculture 
- Flexing with Technology, Snapping to Society, Reshaping 
the Future” 

Varrick Grimes - KalUp Nursery;   "....First, Find Your 
Local Kelp Nursery." 

13:50 to 14:10 

Evie Gagné - Atl. Canada Fish Farmers Association - 
"Inspiring the Future: Engaging the Public, Policy Makers 
and the Next Generation in Salmon Science and 
Aquaculture." 

Scott MacQuarrie -  NRC's Ketch Harbour Marine 
Research Station - "An Overview of NRC’s Marine 
Research Station with a Focus on Algal Cultivation 
Research Capabilities." 

14:10 to 14:30 
Wayne Burke - Seawise Innovative Packaging Solutions - 
"Innovative Packaging Alternatives to EPS and Wax for 

Farmed Seafood." 

Michael Teasdale - HoldFastNL - "Breaking Waves: 
Seaweed Innovation and  Aquaculture Diversification in 

Newfoundland." 

14:30 to 14:50 

Philip Nickerson - Aqua Production Systems "Using 
Counter-Current Exchangers to Manage Gases for 
Oxygenation and CO2 Stripping: Effects on Growth 
Performance and Water Chemistry in Salmonid and Marine 
Systems." 

Dr. Rafael Estevan Sabioni - Fisheries and Marine 
Institute, Memorial University - “Seaweed Aquaculture in 
Newfoundland: Research and Development.” 

Nutrition Break  (Trade Show Area) 

   Advancements in Finfish Aquaculture –  
Ben Normand - Skretting (Salon A) 

Alternative and Emerging Aquaculture Species - 
Chris Hendry (Avalon / Battery) 

15:20 to 15:40 Dr. Debbie Plouffe - The Centre for Aquaculture 
Technologies - "Unlocking Commercial Genome Editing." 

Dr. Danielle Williams - Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
– “Disease Control in an Aquatic Environment: Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency’s Strategy.” 

15:40 to 16:00 Lesley Clark - WellFish Tech - "Insight Before Impact: 
Leveraging Bloodwork to Optimize Farm Performance." 

Tamsen Peeples - University of Alaska; Fairbanks - 
"Alaskan Kelp Hatcheries; A Decade of Growth and 

Innovation." (VIRTUAL PRESENTATION)  

16:00 to 16:20 
Dr. Javier Santander - Memorial University - "Winter 
Microbiome Dynamics in Farmed Salmon and Sea Lice 
Reveal Cold-Water Pathogens." 

James Cunningham – Centre for Marine Applied 
Research - "Coastal Classification System." 

16:20 to 16:40 
Rachel Woodside - Centre for Marine Applied Research – 
"Coastal Monitoring - Identifying Areas with High 

Probability of Heat Stress and Hypoxia." 

Maddie Borland - Memorial University - "Shedding Light 
on Sea Urchin Aquaculture: Enhancing Biomass and By-
Product Value through Environmental Optimization" 

16:40 to 17:00 Therese Wilson – Centre for Marine Applied Research - 
"Identifying Wild Salmon Rivers." 

LeeAnn Ennis  - VitalKelp – “Growing Potential” 
(VIRTUAL PRESENTATION) 

17:00 to 17:20 
Andry Ratsimandresy – Fisheries and Oceans Canada - 
“On the modeling of waste deposition around deep 
aquaculture sites in Newfoundland.” 

 

19:00 to 23:00 Closing Networking Event: O’Reilly’s Famous Irish Newfoundland Pub, 13 George Street, St. John’s, 

Newfoundland and Labrador 

 

Please note: times, presenters and topics are subject to change without notice.  

Learn more at www.naia.ca 

http://www.naia.ca/

