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The Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association represents aquaculturists and the service sector in the province. 
Its fundamental purpose is to assist the aquaculture industry to achieve its full wealth creation potential. It is the voice 
for the industry by ensuring that Federal / Provincial legislation, policy, and services match the needs of the industry. 
It delivers programs and services to its members to attain excellence in safety, quality, environmental sustainability, 
and profitability. For more information on NAIA membership benefits, please contact us!
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Message from 
the Honourable 
Gerry Byrne

Minister of Fisheries and Land Resources, Government of Newfoundland and Labrador

I am pleased to welcome delegates to the Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association’s Cold 
Harvest 2019 convention and to congratulate you on another successful year of dedicated, innovative 
work towards growing our province’s aquaculture industry. 

Aquaculture is an expanding industry and an increasingly important economic contributor, especially 
in rural areas of the province, and the Provincial Government has been working closely with our 
partners in the Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association to support the continued growth of 
this important sector. The Cold Harvest 2019 theme – Aquaculture: Growing Forward – is in perfect 
alignment with our government’s vision for sustainability and growth in aquaculture, which will 
support our self-sufficiency targets and result in new, sustainable employment and economic activity.

The Way Forward on Aquaculture Sector Work Plan outlines our shared goal to meet potential growth 
targets of 50,000 tonnes of Atlantic salmon and 10,750 tonnes of blue mussels annually. Through 
initiatives relating to production; human resources and labour; research, innovation and diversification; 
market access and development; and business development and risk management, we are well on our 
way to achieving these goals.

Newfoundland and Labrador’s seafood sector – worth $1.3 billion in 2018 – makes a substantial 
contribution to the provincial economy, with aquaculture representing almost 16 per cent of the total 
market value at $204 million. The seafood industry employs more than 16,000 people from over 400 
communities, including 424 workers engaged in aquaculture grow-out and hatchery activities. In 
addition to direct employment opportunities, the aquaculture sector provides indirect employment 
through supply and service companies, academic institutions, research and development, and other 
key areas, creating opportunities for people to make viable career choices that enable them to stay in 
Newfoundland and Labrador.

Together, we are establishing Newfoundland and Labrador as a world leader in aquaculture health 
and production. I look forward to our ongoing success as we continue to seek new opportunities and 
strengthen this valuable industry for the benefit of all Newfoundlanders and Labradorians. 

Sincerely,
Honourable Gerry Byrne
Minister of Fisheries and Land Resources 

www.gov.nl.ca
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Message from 
Sheldon George, 
President

Sheldon George, President and Chair of the Board, Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association

Hello everyone and welcome to the 26th Cold Harvest 
Conference. It gives me great pleasure to bring greetings 

as the Newfoundland and Labrador Aquaculture Industry 
Association’s President. Has there ever been a more excit-
ing time than the present to be involved in the aquaculture 
industry in Newfoundland and Labrador? 

With more than 400 delegates registered for the confer-
ence and 60 exhibitors, the following few days are going to 
be busy. With farmers, suppliers and researchers/educators 
from around the world, I look forward to being able to not 
only network and catch up with international colleagues, but 
also learn from them about the many advances that are being 
made in our industry. As technology advances and our farm-
ing practices change to incorporate this new technology, it is 
this continuous adaptation and improvement that makes our 
industry one of the most sustainable means of food production.

Our province’s coastline and pristine waters have recently 
attracted the attention of many farmers internationally. Last 
month I attended Aquanor in Trondheim, Norway and I 
was pleasantly surprised with the amount of people talking 
about Newfoundland and the Cold Harvest Conference. Our 
province is being globally recognized for its presence in aqua-
culture, and it is due to the hard work of our government, 
educators, suppliers and farmers. It is great to see students 

registered for the conference as well, as it is those young folks 
who are the future of our industry. What a way for our youth 
to get introduced to aquaculture, at a conference full of inter-
national experts.

I look forward to meeting with as many delegates as possible 
and visiting all the trade show booths, all while taking in as 
many talks as I can. The planning committee has put together 
a very informative couple of days of talks from international 
leaders. Whether you are in the shellfish or finfish sector, or 
service and supply, there is something here at the conference 
for you. I hope you enjoy the conference and have some spare 
time as well so you can experience the great culture of 
Newfoundland and Labrador. Enjoy.
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Welcome to the 26th Annual Cold Harvest Conference 
and Trade Show! 

Fittingly this year’s theme, “Growing Forward”, is reflec-
tive of our industry and our intent to grow the production of 
farmed seafood in a sustainable and environmentally respon-
sible manner.

I want to sincerely thank the Conference Planning and 
Program Committees for their hard-work and dedication to 
ensuring that this year’s conference is the largest ever-attended 
and most productive for attendees in NAIA’s history. 

I want to extend my sincere gratitude to the NAIA Team; 
Roberta, Darrell and Jackie, for their tireless effort over the 
past number of months providing logistical and administrative 
support throughout the planning process and hosting of this 
year’s events. I want to also extend a huge thank you to our 
volunteer Board of Directors for their guidance, leadership 
and vision of the Association, its priorities and our industry 
in the future.

On behalf of all attendees, I also want to extend sincere 
gratitude to all our sponsors. Without your generous support 
we would not have been able to host such a world class confer-
ence for all those in attendance. Your generosity has enabled 
us to attract world-class speakers; expand our awards recogni-
tion program; provide healthy nutritional breaks for attendees 
and enabled complementary registration of the industry’s 
next generation of leaders, our students, to attend this year’s 
Cold Harvest.

Last but not least I want to thank all of you in attendance! 
Our members first and foremost for taking the time from your 
busy schedules to attend this year’s conference. As well, I want 
to extend a warm welcome to all of those in attendance who 
are not currently members of NAIA that have also taken the 
time to learn more about our growing industry and to net-
work with industry pioneers and professionals from around 
the world.

Please take advantage of this outstanding opportunity to 
network amongst those industry leaders in attendance, visit 
and get to know our exhibitors at the trade show for they may 
have the solution that you were looking for, and of course enjoy 
the world class sessions and social activities.

We need to share our industry’s success stories; hard-work-
ing farmers of the sea that produce premium seafood right 
here at home in Newfoundland and Labrador; sustainably and 
environmentally responsibly. Our industry has proven to be 
an economic catalyst for rural coastal communities such as 
Triton, Hermitage and Harbour Breton. Of course, we know 
this. Now it is time we share our success stories with the world.

I encourage all of you to share your experiences during 
Cold Harvest using common social media platforms such as 
Twitter, Facebook (Live), LinkedIn, Instagram and Periscope. 
It’s a free and effective mechanism to connect with the world. 
#Aquaculture #ColdHarvest

I wish all of you a productive and memorable 26th Cold 
Harvest Conference and Trade Show. 

6 Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association

Mark Lane, C.D., Executive Director, Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association

Message from 
Mark Lane, 
Executive Director
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On behalf of Canada’s farm-raised seafood producers, I’m 
very happy to welcome you to this year’s Cold Harvest 

conference. 
When I travel it’s great to hear how so many people in our 

global sector are aware of the great potential of Newfoundland 
farmed seafood production. It’s exciting to see the new compa-
nies who are putting down roots in the province and working 
with local companies to advance the sector. Undoubtedly such 
an infusion of new ideas and practices, mixing with local 
and regional talents, will create a new level of excellence and 
sustainability.

Newfoundland is playing an increasingly important role in 
Canadian production. Canada will never be the largest pro-
ducer, but our vision at the Canadian Aquaculture Industry 
Alliance (CAIA) is that Canadian production should compete 
with the world to be the best: the highest quality and most 
sustainable, maximizing economic, social and environmental 
performance. New projects and expansions in Newfoundland 
in salmon and shellfish farming will use the best technologies 
and produce the best product.

I would like to give a special shout out to the Government 
of Newfoundland and especially Minister Byrne: creating a 
positive environment for investment starts at the top, with a 
signal that governments and communities support and want 
investment in this great sector. A strong, stable and predictable 
regulatory environment will continue to attract investment 
and result in new and expanded projects, and such an envi-
ronment will ensure that capital continues to ensure constant 
innovation. 

Our job at CAIA is to work with the federal government to 
secure the same stability and support at the federal level, and 
to achieve the same singular purpose we see in other coun-
tries: to support and grow the farmed seafood sector. Seafood 
farming is the future: not a question of wild or farmed, but 
wild AND farmed seafood to feed the planet. And we need to 
say “yes” to constant improvement and work collaboratively 
to make it happen.

Have a great conference, and I look forward to seeing friends 
old and new and working with you to make our Canadian 
production the best in the world.

Tim Kennedy, President & CEO, CAIA

Greeting from Tim Kennedy



 Aquaculture: Growing Forward8 Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association

Aquaculture Community Connections: 
NAIA Summer Work Experience
By: Brianna McDonald, Reanna George, Nicholas Galway, and Colby Nugent, NAIA Green Team

This past summer, we had an amazing opportunity to 
work with the Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry 

Association through Conservation Corps Newfoundland 
and Labrador’s (CCNL) Summer Green Team program for 
8 weeks. CCNL is a not-for profit organization, with a goal 
to increase opportunities for employment and career devel-
opment, as well as to encourage youth and communities to 
work together to address environmental issues. 

In the Coast of Bays, we are surrounded by beaches, and 
one of our projects was to organize shoreline clean ups to 
remove any marine debris that ends up on these beaches. 
We organized and aided in facilitating 8 shoreline cleanups 
within communities in the Coast of Bays which included: 
Morrisville, St. Alban’s, Harbour Breton, Hermitage-
Sandyville, Milltown-Head of Bay d’Espoir, Pool’s Cove, 
Rencontre East, and Conne River. After these events, we 
collected and analyzed the type and amount of debris col-
lected. This allowed us to determine whether the debris 
was increasing or decreasing compared to previous years.

Another role of the Green Team was to organize 
Environmental Awareness Events (EAEs) where we 
presented to various groups about climate change and 
environmental conservation. We visited day camps in 
communities such as St. Alban’s, Milltown – Head of Bay 
d’Espoir, and Harbour Breton. We also completed an EAE 
at the Greenwood Manor in Milltown where we discussed 
climate change related topics with the seniors. We also 
organized a marine debris scavenger hunt for the kids in 
the Milltown - Head of Bay d’Espoir. These events were 
fantastic and enabled us to challenge ourselves to take a step 
outside of our comfort zones and talk in front of groups of 
people of all ages.

Although our summer was very busy, we also partici-
pated in training with the Placentia Ocean Debris Survey 
(PODS) team from the geography department at Memorial 
University, on how to use the “Marine Debris Tracker” 
mobile application. We learned how to input data on the 
marine debris that was collected, then organize and analyze 
the data in excel. The debris collected is available on the 
public site: https://marinedebris.engr.uga.edu/newmap/. We 
also enjoyed discussions with the PODS team about career 
opportunities in the field of science. It was a fascinating 
experience where we all learned a lot. 
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We also participated in many tours and learned about 
the many different career opportunities that are available 
in aquaculture. Thanks to Cold Ocean Salmon, on August 
2nd we travelled by boat to Robin Hood Cove and Grip Cove 
salmon sites in Hermitage Bay, NL. Operating a fish farm 
takes a substantial amount of staff, with a variety of different 
roles to make it run successfully. We met many site workers, 
aquaculture technicians, and the site manager and technical 
supervisor who helped organize and host the tour. We saw 
Atlantic salmon in cages, learned about how the fish are 
fed, and discussed traceability from egg to plate and BAP 
certification. We also watched them check the oxygen and 
salinity levels in the salmon cages.

Additionally, we discussed the various equipment that 
they use on site such as the VICASS, which is an underwater 
camera that scans the fish and feeds information back to 
the operators, which reduces the handling of the fish while 
on site. We also talked about the in-cage site net cleaners 
that help reduce the build up on the nets. Special thanks to 
the team at Cold Ocean Salmon for the excellent learning 
opportunity!

On Tuesday, August 6th, we toured Cooke Aquaculture’s 
Swangers Cove Hatchery. For the recirculatory hatchery 
to run properly, it needs a considerable amount of water. 
Thanks to technological advancements, the water continu-
ally moves through the system and is reused after it gets 
cleaned and treated. We also learned that the hatchery needs 
engineers, fish health technicians, veterinarians, techni-
cians, and so many more to make it run successfully.

All in all, over the summer, we had a life-changing expe-
rience. We would like to send out a thank you to CCNL and 
to NAIA for this amazing opportunity. Also, thank you to 
our regional supervisor Jennifer Reid, and to Roberta 
Collier, our community partner at NAIA, who gave us the 
tools and a helping hand to make sure we succeeded. We 
are truly grateful for the unique experience as well as all 
the people we met and worked with along the way.
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WE MAKE 
AQUACULTURE 
PROGRESS

pharmaq.com
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client.service@mcinnescooper.com

With our guidance, clients  
are moving their products  
and people across borders –  
right here at home.

Our Coast. 
The World Stage.
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MEMBER
PROFILE

Sweeney International Marine Corp.
Bayley Business Centre 

4A Bayley Street, Suite #607
Grand Falls-Windsor, NL  A2A 2T5

Main Office: (506) 467-9014  
Cell: (709) 885-5473

Email: akendall@simcorp.ca • www.simcorp.ca

46 Milltown Blvd.
St. Stephen, NB E3L 1G3

NRC-IMB Research Facilities

1411 Oxford Street 
Suite 367-368

Halifax, NS B3H 3Z1

In February 2002, Bob Sweeney followed a life-long ambition 
by starting his own business, “Sweeney International Marine 

Corp.”, now most commonly known as SIMCorp. This followed 
a lengthy career in aquaculture development with the New 
Brunswick Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture eventually 
leading to Senior Operational and Management positions with 
Cooke Aquaculture Inc. and Deer Island Salmon Ltd. From very 
modest beginnings with Bob and a laptop working from his home 
in St. Stephen, New Brunswick, a community where the main 
office remains to this day, SIMCorp now has an office and Benthic 
Sediments Laboratory located in the National Research Council’s 
Institute for Marine Biosciences in Halifax, Nova Scotia, an office 
in Grand Falls-Windsor, Newfoundland & Labrador as well as 
a satellite presence in Prince Edward Island. SIMCorp’s profes-
sional staff of 18 throughout the Atlantic Region includes Marine 
Environmental Biologists and Environmental Technicians, sev-
eral of whom hold Environmental Professional Accreditation 
through EcoCanada. SIMCorp provides support largely to the 
finfish aquaculture sector throughout the entire Atlantic Region 
that includes: baseline and habitat surveys by way of SCUBA or 
surface deployed underwater camera systems; seabed compliance 

monitoring; current meter profiling; depositional modelling; sid-
escan sonar; bathymetric surveys and habitat mapping; as well as 
very specialized laboratory sediment analysis for the aquaculture 
sector. SIMCorp’s Marine Environmental Biologists are equally 
at home on the water as they are in the corporate boardrooms, 
collaborating with research scientists or being part of our clients’ 
leadership teams applying for new or expanded marine and land-
based aquaculture sites. 

SIMCorp is now seen to be amongst the leading experts in 
environmental assessments, monitoring and management for the 
finfish aquaculture sector in Atlantic Canada. Timely delivery of 
quality services, diversification of technical services, commitment 
to integrity and environmental stewardship are all fundamental 
to every aspect of SIMCorp’s values. SIMCorp is proud to have 
served Atlantic Canada’s Aquaculture Industry for the past 17 
years and is excited to see it continue to strive and grow.

mailto:akendall@simcorp.ca
http://www.simcorp.ca/
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A NAIA MEMBER?
NAIA welcomes membership from anyone who has an interest in the 

aquaculture industry in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Contact Roberta Collier at roberta@naia.ca or call 
709-538-3454 for more information.
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Jesse Roberts
www.deeptrekker.com

Lori Wolyshyn
www.innovasjonnorge.no

FloNergia
Sherif Abdou

www.flonergia.com Brian Malley 
www.trchydraulics.com

Scott Giannou
www.jumpcareers.ca | www.highertalent.ca 
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Another Round of Shoreline Clean Ups 
Completed in the Coast of Bays
By: NAIA/CCNL Green Team: Brianna McDonald, Colby Nugent, Reanna George and Nicholas Galway

Marine debris is defined as man-made waste that has 
deliberately or accidentally been released in a lake, sea, 

ocean, or waterway. Each year since 2007, annual large-scale 
shoreline cleanups continue to take place in the Coast of Bays 
area with the ultimate goal of reducing the amount of marine 
debris that ends up in our oceans. 

Clearly, informing the public on the issue of marine debris is 
a crucial step towards decreasing its presence in our oceans. This 
summer, NAIA, in partnership with Conservation Corps NL 
and our community and industry partners conducted 7 shore-
line clean ups in the areas of Morrisville, St. Alban's, Harbour 
Breton, Hermitage-Sandyville, Pool’s Cove, Milltown – Head 
of the Bay d’Espoir, and Rencontre East. Overall, a total of 193 
volunteers collected 212 ¾ bags of debris and 260 large pieces 
of debris.

During each of these events, data is collected on the amount 
of marine debris that is collected, as well as the types found 
most often by each participant, which also gives us an idea of 
what is ending up on our beaches. This information is then tal-
lied and later compared to NAIA data that has been collected 
in the Coast of Bays since 2007. Remarkably, the amount of 
debris collected during these events has been steadily decreas-
ing in all areas.

Mayor Steve Crewe of Town of Hermitage – Sandyville said 
“it’s great to see so many residents and the aquaculture industry 
taking part in these beach cleanups. Every year more people 
participate and the debris continues to decline. This shows us 
that the residents and aquaculture companies are taking pride 
in their shorelines and towns.”

Peggy Caines, Deputy Mayor of Rencontre East participated 
in their first shoreline clean up and said "it was great bring-
ing everyone together taking the initiative to clean up our 
shorelines."

"A huge thank you goes out again to all the volunteers who 
came out to help with the Pools Cove annual shoreline clean up. 
We were happy to see a slight decrease in the amount collected 

Nicole Inkpen, resident of Milltown, had time to pose for a quick 
photo during the Milltown - Head of the Bay clean up.

Many unique things were found during the shoreline clean ups, 
including this large sheet of plastic found by MOWI staff Megan 
Strickland.

L to R Colby Nugent and Nicholas Galway, Green Team members, 
Roberta Collier, NAIA Outreach Coordinator, Brianna McDonald, 
Team Leader and Reanna George, Team Member.

DFO Fisheries Officer Chris Billard was also happy to help out 
during the Hermitage-Sandyville shoreline clean up.
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Serving Businesses on the South Coast Since 1988 
 
 
 

 
    South Coast 
 

 
Business financing and support for new and 
existing businesses.  Established history serving 
all sectors including aquaculture and related 
sectors in the Coast of Bays Region.  Financing 
available for asset purchase, working capital, 
start-up, maintenance, and/or expansion.   
 

www.CBDCSouthCoast.ca 
1-888-303-2232 or (709)538-3846 

 
Community Business Development Corporation 
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CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

this year compared to last year. Please keep in mind our wildlife 
and marine life when you consider throwing something into 
our oceans. Think twice." – Mayor Darlene Williams Dominie.

On July 9th, the Green Team were trained to use the Placentia 
Ocean Debris Survey (PODS) “Marine Debris Tracker” app by 
staff from Memorial University of NL where we learned how to 
input data for every individual piece of debris that was collected 
during a shoreline clean up. For the first smaller clean up event 
that was held in Morrisville, every beach’s data was inputted, 
but due to the amount of time that is required, a section of 
shoreline was selected in every other community.

Overall, during 7 shoreline clean ups, the team collected and 
inputted 4,843 single pieces of debris in the app. The majority of 
what was collected from the following categories: metal, cloth, 
glass, rubber, plastic, paper/lumber, other. Types of plastics 
included: plastic bags, containers, pop bottles, food wrappers, 
etc. was plastic debris, and equaled to 73.7% of total debris 
collected.

All of the items logged with the PODS app at each location 
can be viewed at: http://marinedebris.engr.uga.edu/newmap/.

We would like to thank the local municipalities, aquaculture 
companies, and organizations that continue to support and 
participate in these clean ups each year: Conservation Corps 
NL, Town of Morrisville, Town of St. Alban’s, Town of Harbour 
Breton, Town of Hermitage – Sandyville, Town of Milltown 
– Head of Bay d’Espoir, Town of Pool’s Cove, Town of Rencontre 
East, MOWI, NL Aqua Services, Newfoundland and Labrador 
Hydro, Cold Water Fisheries, Cold Ocean Salmon, Cooke 
Aquaculture, Morrisville Recreation Committee, Memorial 
University – PODS, SIMCorp Marine Environmental, TayAus 
Diving, Barry Group Inc., Harbour Breton CYN, Milltown 
Recreation Committee, Food First NL, and the community 
residents that lent a helping hand during our cleanups. We 
couldn’t have accomplished all this without your help. And we 
look forward to your continued support next summer! 
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Operational Oceanography 
for Aquaculture

Consulting Services
Current, Wave Measurements
Water Properties (CTD, DO,Tu)
Remote Sensing
Circulation Modeling

Largest Metocean Lease 

Pool in Canada

ADCP

Wave 
Profiler

CTD

www.aslenv.com

Metocean Equipment Leasing
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Another Round of Shoreline Clean Ups CONTINUED

There was an excellent turn out from Staff of Cooke Aquaculture 
at the clean up in Hermitage-Sandyville.

The first clean up in Rencontre East had an excellent turn out 
with 28 volunteers.

The St. Alban's clean up is always a great success.

The NAIA staff and Green Team thoroughly enjoyed travelling 
to Rencontre East where they met new friends and formed new 
partnerships.

L to R: Peggy Caines, Deputy Mayor of Rencontre East, Tom 
Caines, MOWI and Roberta Collier, NAIA at the shoreline clean up 
in Rencontre East.

Special thanks to Cold Ocean Salmon for hosting the lunch after 
the shoreline clean up in Hermitage - Sandyville.
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www.hoskin.ca
 Vancouver | Oakville | Montréal | Edmonton

Hoskin Scienti�c
Knowledgeable Solution Specialists

• Spot Sampling & Pro�ling
• Aquaculture, Coastal, Estuary & Wetland 
• Optical DO, Temp & Cond/Sal

Next Generation 
Optical DO MeterProSolo  

FIBRE GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC SERVICES

COATINGS SERVICES

MACHINING, WELDING, FABRICATION

Custom panels
Piping
HDPE Fusion
Vessel repairs

Rubber lining
Sand blasting (mobile & in shop)
Paint booth
Endorsed Belzona Applicator

Mobile welding & repair
Dockside refits
Full scale machine shop

WE'RE COMPOSED OF
WHAT  YOU NEED!

ECS MARINE

FIELD SERVICES SHOP SERVICESDOCKSIDE SERVICES
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Kirk Stokes – Branch Manager 
Wolseley Canada Inc. | WATERWORKS DIVISION 
9 Cory King Drive, Mount Pearl, NL Canada, A1N 0A5 

T 709-754-4199   F 709-754-4714 C 709-725-5723 
 

wolseleyinc.ca   wolseleyexpress.com 
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Gael Force Establish Canadian Base
Gael Force Group have established a base in Grand 

Falls-Windsor, Newfoundland and Labrador, to serve 
aquaculture producers in the province and across Atlantic 
Canada with their high quality and robust range of marine 
equipment, technology and services. 

Their new Canadian company base is on Maloney Street 
in Grand Falls-Windsor, immediately off the Trans-Canada 
Highway. From there, Gael Force will be supporting its cus-
tomers with sales and technical service, product development, 
moorings design and assembly, pen building, cameras and 
feed system installations and technical support for fish farm 
site installations.

Active recruitment for the company’s provincial office has 
taken place and during the initial phase of establishment 
additional staff will also be required. Future roles will be 
advertised at gaelforcegroup.com/careers and on the com-
pany’s social media channels. 

Gael Force are currently building feeding barges in Atlantic 
Canada, designing and supplying mooring systems, feed 
cameras and other technology equipment for new sites in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, and along with that aims to 
support the existing fish farming site infrastructure for all 
producers. Its aim is to be the trusted supply partner to the 
industry in Newfoundland and Labrador and throughout 
Atlantic Canada as it seeks to grow. The supplier is already 
supporting new business established earlier this year in 
Atlantic Canada as it provides service to Mowi as it grows 
its operations.

Stephen Divers, Business Development Director at 
Gael Force, is encouraged by the aquaculture industry in 
Newfoundland and Labrador. “Aquaculture has the potential 
to transform rural economies and we have seen first-hand 
how this has happened in Scotland over the past 30 years. The 
similarities between Newfoundland and Labrador, and the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland give us tremendous con-
fidence that aquaculture can be transformative for the area.”

He continued, “We have been hugely encouraged by the 
political support and leadership of the industry in the area 
and every person we have engaged with too has welcomed the 
prospect of Gael Force making an inward investment there.” 

He went on, “We are wholly confident that our capability, 
breadth of product and service range, innovative technologies 
and depth of experience along with a commitment to provid-
ing technical support services on the ground will meet the 
needs of producers in Atlantic Canada and enable them to 

safely, securely and sustainably meet the highest standards 
of fish husbandry.” 

Elvis Loveless, Parliamentary Secretary to the Department 
of Fisheries and Land Resources commented, “The 
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador has been work-
ing diligently with industry partners to sustainably and safely 
grow our province’s aquaculture industry and stimulate pri-
vate sector employment. The forecasted potential of this sector 
has placed us on the cusp of major growth in our supply 
sector, and we are pleased to welcome innovative service 
companies such as Gael Force to our province to provide 
economic benefits and help drive excellence in this exciting 
and promising industry.”

Barry Manuel, the Mayor of Grand Falls-Windsor said “We 
are delighted that Gael Force has set up their operations in 
Grand Falls-Windsor. Aquaculture will be a very important 
economic driver in Newfoundland and Labrador, and we are 
very excited that Gael Force, an important supply chain part-
ner, sees the strategic business advantage of Grand 
Falls-Windsor.” 

(L-R): Darren Lane (Branch Supervisor, Gael Force Canada), 
Stewart Graham (Managing Director of Gael Force Group), 
Anthony Balmer (Technical Sales Engineer, Gael Force Canada)



 Aquaculture: Growing Forward
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raceways, re-circulation systems, 
flow through, sea cage, net pens 
and hatchery operations.
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KEYNOTE PROFILES

NEWFOUNDLAND AQUACULTURE  
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

26th Annual Conference & Trade Show 
Delta Hotel St. John’s, NL, Canada 

September 24th-26th,  2019

Aquaculture: Growing Forward 

2019

Rex Murphy 
Journalist and Social Commentator
Rex Murphy has been one of Newfoundland and Labrador’s most celebrated journal-
ists and social commentators since the 1970s. He was born and raised in St. John’s, 
NL, where he graduated from Memorial University. In 1968, Murphy, a Rhodes 
Scholar, went to Oxford University (along with former U.S. president Bill Clinton).
Back in Newfoundland and Labrador, he was soon established as a quick-witted and 
accomplished writer, broadcaster and teacher. He is noted throughout Newfoundland 
for his biting comments on the political scene and his television tussles with promi-
nent politicians, including premier Joey Smallwood, became required viewing for 
a huge audience.
He has worked extensively with the CBC where he has contributed many items on 
current affairs issues. He has done a number of documentaries for The National, 
provided commentary on The National’s Point of View, and served as the host of 
CBC radio’s long-running Cross Country Checkup. He has also contributed to 
Morningside, Land and Sea, The Journal, Midday and Sunday Report. He has also 
been a columnist for The Globe and Mail and currently for the National Post.
Murphy has won several national and provincial broadcasting awards. He has been 
awarded an Honorary Doctor of Laws degree from the University of Waterloo, hon-
orary doctorates of letters by Memorial, St. Thomas, and Nipissing Universities and 
was awarded the Honorary Fellowship of the Canadian Institute of Management.
He divides his week between Toronto and Montreal, with frequent forays to St. 
John’s, NL.

Dag Sletmo 
Senior Vice President 
Seafood Analyst – DNB Bank, Norway
Dag Sletmo is a senior advisor in the seafood department in DNB Bank in Oslo. 
DNB is Norway’s leading bank, and also the largest seafood bank globally. It does 
business with 17 of the 20 largest salmon farmers worldwide. Prior to joining DNB 
Dag was head of investor relations and business development in Cermaq, the global 
salmon farmer. He has also been head of research and seafood analyst at ABG Sundal 
Collier, the Nordic investment bank. He holds an  MBA from Columbia Business 
School in New York and a degree from the Norwegian School of Economics.  
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Engineered Pipe Group
Booth # 1
Exhibitor: Brian Parker

The Engineered Pipe Group supplies the aquaculture industry with 
HDPE and other plastic pipe, valves, and fittings. We offer fusion 
equipment sales and rentals and repairs. We also offer fusion train-
ing, fusion services and shop fabrication.

Town of Grand Falls - Windsor 
Booth #3
Exhibitor: Stanley Singh

The Town of Grand Falls-Windsor is an important business, health, 
and education hub in central Newfoundland.  It is the largest 
community in the central region with a population of 14,200 and 
the community serves approximately 85,000 people. 
Grand Falls-Windsor is an important regional hub for business, 
health, government services and an education centre that is 
strategically located to meet the industry needs of a growing 
aquaculture sector in the province.
The Town of Grand Falls-Windsor is an active partner in the devel-
opment of the aquaculture industry in a sustainable manner. 
Its focus is business partnerships, advocacy, education and 
innovation. 

Hoskin Scientific
Booth #5 
Exhibitor: Jennie Gouthro 

For over 70 years Hoskin Scientific has provided expert consultative 
support to find the right product to fit your aquaculture needs. Whether 
you require monitoring or testing instrumentation, rentals or service, 
we are where you need us to be across Canada. Our Environmental 
Department provides systems integration services, water quality, ocean-
ography and aquaculture, to meteorology, hydrology, indoor air quality, 
soil science, and plant science. We provide solutions for monitoring 
and sampling biological and chemical parameters in the environment. 
Hoskin Scientific can equip you to collect the data you need for your 
project whether through a purchase or rental. Each office across Canada 
has sales and service staff readily available to assist you in choosing 
the right product and having equipment or instrumentation serviced. 
To find out more about Hoskin Scientific, visit our website today: www.
hoskin.ca

Poseidon Ocean Systems
Booth #2
Exhibitors: Joe Sillitti & Joachim Buaro 

A global leader in aquaculture solutions and technology, Poseidon 
is a full-service aquaculture engineering and support company 
specializing in infrastructure design, engineering, development, 
supply, and installation. We approach each project thought-
fully, taking pride in developing solutions for customers unique 
requirements. 
Poseidon Ocean Systems delivers innovative, industry-leading 
solutions that maximize aquaculture value chains. Our continuous 
investments in cutting-edge research and new product develop-
ment is what truly sets us apart. 
Our diverse and highly skilled team has extensive experience in 
marine engineering on a wide variety of aquaculture projects. Book 
an appointment with us and we will help improve your operation.

Advanced Aquacultural Technologies 
Booth #4
Exhibitor: Gary Miller 

Providers of a modular Rotating Biological Contactor (RBC) 
suitable for most commercial recirculating aquaculture instal-
lations.  The modular construction allows assembly design to fit 
the application. The system has proven effective for flow rates 
exceeding 3m3/m.

Coast of Bays Regional  
Development Corporation 
Booth #6
Exhibitor: Georgina Ollerhead 

Welcome to NAIA’s annual Cold Harvest Conference! The Coast 
of Bays region continues to strive in the aquaculture industry 
with support from municipalities, businesses, organizations and 
government. With the anticipated growth in the industry, we 
look forward to showcasing how the Coast of Bays can partner 
in developing an environmentally sustainable industry for gen-
erations to come! Visit our booth to chat with various mayors 
and councillors!  
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Innovative Equipment and Process 
Booth #7
Exhibitor: Ian Paton

Established in January 2018, the staff of Innovative Equipment 
and Process Inc. (IE&P) have over 60 years of combined experience 
in the sales and service of water and wastewater equipment. We 
are committed to keeping your facility operating with quality 
equipment, parts, and service to exceed your needs and expec-
tations. Our philosophy, as our name states, is to be innovative. 
The innovative approach is looking at new ways to do traditional 
tasks and set us apart from the competition. 

Marine Institute School of Fisheries
Booth #9 
Exhibitor: Craig Parsons 

The Marine Institute is the most comprehensive educational 
institute dedicated to oceans related education and research 
in Canada. Programs range from industry certification to 
post-graduate level training over a broad range of disciplines, 
including fisheries and aquaculture. From on-the-job training, 
to commu¬nity-based workshops and graduate programs in 
sustainable aquaculture we have been serving the industry for 
over 30 years. Applied research in the areas of aquaculture pro-
duction, marine bioprocessing, and sustainable systems design 
are incorporated into the curriculum at all levels. Programs are 
complemented by state-of-the-art facilities in flow through and 
recirculatory systems, bioprocessing, the world’s largest flume 
tank, and a suite of analytical laboratories for sample analyses.

Allswater 
Booth #11
Exhibitors: Carl Sullivan & Rob Crutcher 

With offices in St. John’s, Halifax and Spain, we are a single-source 
engineering firm focusing on marine applications. We have a solid 
record in carrying out projects from initial concept to production. 
We provide project management, integration and coordination 
in response to clients’ demand for an ever increasingly “turn-key” 
engineering design experience.
Allswater are motivated marine professionals exploring beyond 
the obvious to resolve client challenges and get them where 
they need to go. Valuing form and function, the known and the 
new, our point-of-view inspires exceptional results. With an “all 
in” outlook, and on-going thirst for innovation, we draw on our 
knowledge base, vast experience, creativity, and know-how to 
inspire exceptional results.

BBI Oyster Grow 
Booth #8
Exhibitor: Raymond Ouellette 

As the original developer of the floating oyster aquaculture 
system, OysterGro remains the industry leader nearly 15 years 
later through continued innovation, product developments, 
and partnerships with key suppliers such as our exclusive use of 
Riverdale’s Aquamesh® in our system.  Our products are highly 
regarded worldwide for their quality, longevity, and ability to 
consistently grow quality oysters.  For a versatile, scalable oyster 
aquaculture system with the proven track record in this rapid-
growing industry, only use the best…choose OysterGro.

MOWI Canada East
Booth #10
Exhibitor: Tyler VanGuelpen 

In 2017 Mowi ASA, the world’s largest producer of Atlantic salmon, 
invested a big part of its future in Atlantic Canada with the cre-
ation of Mowi Canada East.  Today, a growing group of more than 
400 dedicated employees are applying their talents in rural com-
munities across Newfoundland and Labrador, New Brunswick, 
and Prince Edward Island in ways that feed our world – safely 
and sustainably.  They are preparing delicious and nutritious 
product, protecting our planet, providing rewarding careers for 
people, and profiting the people and communities invested in 
Mowi.  We invite you to come to our booth and find out more 
about this success story, grown right here at home, through 
sustainable aquaculture.

Newfoundland and Labrador Fish  
Harvesting Safety Association
Booth #12
Exhibitors: Brenda Greenslade

The Newfoundland and Labrador Fish Harvesting Safety 
Association (NL-FHSA) is an industry-led Association established 
in 2012.  The NL-FHSA represents the co-operative, inclusive 
model of the fish harvesting sector involving industry experts 
in all aspects of the fish harvesting industry having the depth of 
knowledge and the experience required to improve safety and 
save lives at sea.  The role of the NL-FHSA is the promotion and 
development of a positive industry-wide safety culture, and to 
create added value for members through the identification and 
coordinator of relevant, accessible, timely and cost-effective 
safety education and resources.

COLD HARVEST 2019 EXHIBITOR PROFILES
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Grand Bank Development Corp. /  
Regional Women in Business Network
Booth #13
Exhibitor: Judy Peach

The Grand Bank Development Corporation (GBDC) was established in 
1991 with a mandate to diversify the economy of the Town of Grand 
Bank after the collapse of the deep-sea fishery. The GBDC is responsible 
for the attraction of new investment to the town through promoting 
Grand Bank and the surrounding area in the local, national and inter-
national markets as a place to do business. Our Mission: to diversify 
the economy of the Town of Grand Bank through the attraction of 
new investment and businesses, expansion of existing operations and 
encouraging export development by offering programs and services 
that are client driven. 
•  Financial Incentives.
•  Low interest term loans, loan 

guarantees, equity financing, 
and bridge financing.

•  Flexible repayment terms.
•  Access to other financial pro-

grams and services.

Gael Force Group
Booth #14-16
Exhibitors: Stewart Graham, Stephan Divers & Alexis Chatterton

Aquaculture is at the heart of what we do at Gael Force. We are a globally recognised key supply partner to the aquaculture industry 
with the full capability to offer highly durable turnkey solutions for open pen fish farms.  We value our customer relationships and strive 
to deliver a level of service and supply beyond expectation. Our mission; to be the trusted product and service supply partner of choice 
to our customers.
Our passion for delivering high levels of customer satisfaction is driven by our collaborative approach with customers which stimulates 
new thinking around innovation. This enables us to offer better choices and added value to meet the needs of our customers.
Our reputation is built on trust.

Department of Fisheries & Land Resources 
Booth #18
Exhibitor: Steve Moyse 

We offer a full-suite of services to support the province’s aquaculture industry. 
As the primary contact for the province’s aquaculture industry, the department’s 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Division: 
• Works with industry at all stages of development, from identification of new 

sites to expansion of existing operations;
• Supports sustainable industry development through the Aquaculture Capital 

Equity Program and the Aquaculture Loan Guarantee Program;
• Supports sustainable resource management through infrastructure and 

capacity building;
•  Collaborates with industry and other stakeholders to identify development 

priorities for the aquaculture industry;
•  Works with provincial and federal agencies to promote and facilitate effective 

governance of the aquaculture industry; 
•  Conducts environmental and biological monitoring of the finfish and shellfish 

sectors; and,
•  Provides a comprehensive aquatic animal health surveillance and biosecurity 

program for the provincial aquaculture industry.
Visit our booth to speak to one of our friendly staff members!

Pennecon
Booth #17
Exhibitor: Scott Penny

Pennecon is a leading provider of integrated solutions across a 
diverse portfolio: heavy civil, industrial services and maintenance, 
and marine. From breaking new ground to commissioning and 
ongoing site maintenance, we deliver the best solution, service 
and quality at every stage of the product.

Sandale Utility Products 
Booth #19
Exhibitor: Lucas Whelan

Sandale Utility Products in Mount Pearl carries an impressive 
range of high density products.  Newfoundland and Labrador has 
experienced significant growth in the aquaculture industry, and 
carries with it the experience from supplying projects in Atlantic 
Canada, Quebec, British Columbia, as well as internationally 
over the past five years.  Sandale Utility Products provides world 
class service, without borders, to meet the needs of any and all 
aquaculture projects across Canada.  Contact us today to work 
together on your next project.
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Maritech Dynamics 
Booth #20
Exhibitor: Darryll Gillard 

Maritech - A key supplier of seafood software systems - is recog-
nized as a leading partner in developing end-to-end traceability 
and business software for many of the largest and most promi-
nent seafood organizations in the industry, providing them with 
the tools and resources that they need to increase profitability 
and streamline business processes while keeping pace with an 
increasingly regulatory  environment. 

360 Marine Ltd.
Booth #22
Exhibitor: Fabian Manning

Providing services & support to the marine industry from land, 
sea & air, 360 Marine Ltd. brings together an array of services and 
support to any marine industry to tackle complete projects all 
under one banner. From service vessels & barges, crew & product 
transfer, marine & industrial supplies, storage solutions & material 
handling, experienced crews, mechanical & fiberglass repair and 
technical systems support, we can meet all our clients’ needs. 
With our various strategically located properties, we can provide 
centralized locations for all marine & industrial operations for 
various activities. We strive to offer all our clients, all the solu-
tions they may need to complete any project or task big or small. 
Locally owned & operated, commit to servicing the aquaculture 
industry for the long term.

Saeplast
Booth #23 & 24
Exhibitors: Mark Crandall & Loriann Dickeson 

Where it’s Rough, You Need to Be Tough

Sæplast® Americas Inc. have been designing the most rugged and hygienic plastic products for the Aquaculture Industry for over 30 
years. From our compensator buoys that moor cage sites to the containers used for harvesting and used within the processing plant, 
Sæplast has been a preferred supplier for Aquaculture Companies in North America. 

Protecting your investment is a key driver to our success. All Sæplast products have been designed with great passion, aiming to get 
the most value out of the catch brought out of the sea. 

Sæplast employees are real people, like all Aquaculture employees, who make a living in the Aquaculture Industry and as such, give 100% 
every day to producing the most safe and highest quality parts possible. We are proud to be a partner with the Canadian Aquaculture 
Industry.

The Sæplast line of compensator buoys, containers, and plastic pallets are your solution for low cost supply chain products that are safe 
for your aquaculture product and safe for your employees.

For more information, please visit our website at www.saeplast.com

East Chem (NL) Inc. 
Booth #21
Exhibitor: Danny Eveleigh 

For nearly 40 years Eastchem (NL) Inc. has been providing products and 
expertise for all your chemical and sanitation needs. With products for 
Sanitation, Hatchery, Blood Water, Organic Production, and Biosecurity, 
we can service and supply all aspects of your aquaculture operations.  
Eastchem is also the exclusive Newfoundland distributor for the Sani 
Marc Group The Sani Marc Group is the largest manufacturer and 
distributor of specialty cleaning and sanitation products for the Food 
and Beverage market in Canada.
Sani Marc offers a proactive approach with a high level of service com-
bined with industry leading Products, CEPS+ Software, Engineering, 
Technical Services and Support.
Sani Marc works in partnership with local, regional and national food 
processors to ensure expertise in cleaning and sanitation solutions to 
optimize food safety and total operational efficiencies with measur-
able results.

COLD HARVEST 2019 EXHIBITOR PROFILES

Entreprises Shippagan 
Booth #25
Exhibitors: Jonathan Gagne & Trevor Chiasson

Enterprises Shippagan Ltd. and its group of companies is one of 
Canada’s largest wholesale distributors serving the commercial 
fishing and aquaculture industry. From our humble origins as a 
supplier to local fishermen twenty-five years ago, we now serve 
customers all over the world. Headquartered in Shippagan, New 
Brunswick, we operate in the four Atlantic Provinces under the 
Sea-Alex Inc, International Seafood and Bait Ltd, Vernon d’Eon 
Fishing Supplies, ESL Marine and DJ Marine banners.
We are international suppliers of commercial fishing gear, equip-
ment for different aquaculture sectors, importer and exporter of 
fish and shellfish products. We also have expertise in the construc-
tion of lobster boats and cages. 
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OES Wellness Group Inc.
Booth #28
Exhibitors: Duke Lloyd & Jordan Wocknitz

OES Wellness believes in distributing quality health, wellness, 
and beauty products across Canada, while providing exceptional 
customer experience. Wellness is more than being free from ill-
ness: it is a process of change and growth towards better mental 
and physical health and lifestyle.
Be treated with quality wellness products, such as personal wire-
less TENS/EMS devices of IQ Massager [which has been approved 
by Health Canada], or therapeutic heating pads, with one click, 
comfortable heat can be found for lower back, shoulders/neck, 
and even knees or elbows. Can also be used for a cold pack with 
the use of a freezer.

Marel Seattle Inc. 
Booth #30
Exhibitor: Larry Couch 

Marel is the leading global provider of advanced processing 
systems and services to the poultry, meat and fish industries. In 
partnership with our customers, we are transforming the way 
food is processed. Our vision is a world where quality food is 
produced sustainably and affordably.
Marel is a full-line provider that brings advanced, automated sys-
tems and solutions to every step of the production process. Includes 
standalone equipment, individual systems and full production 
lines, all controlled and integrated with the software Innova, that 
offers customers process control, real-time traceability and moni-
toring both yield and throughput.  See more at www.marel.com. 

Workplace NL
Booth #29
Exhibitor: Marie Ridgeley 

Serving approximately 13,000 injured workers and 18,500 employ-
ers, Workplace NL administers an employer-funded, no fault 
insurance system that promotes safe and healthy workplaces, 
provides return-to-work programs and offers fair compensation 
to injured workers and their dependents. 

ASL Environmental Sciences
Booth #31
Exhibitor: Rick Birch 

ASL Environmental Sciences is a Canadian company with over 40 
years experience in physical oceanography, numerical modelling and 
remote sensing. We also manufacture acoustic products such as the 
AZFP Acoustic Zooplankton Fish Profiler.  
Our metocean equipment lease pool is the largest in Canada and 
includes 50 ADCP’s, numerous acoustic releases, CTD’s and water 
quality loggers. We also offer mooring design, system integration, field 
services, data processing and analyses. Our mooring/data recovery 
rates are close to 99%.
The aquaculture industry is heading towards an area-based ecosys-
tem management approach. ASL is working with DFO on wide area 
modelling, which when coupled with a biogeochemical component 
it will address issues such as virus dispersion and sea lice infectivity. 

Tufropes Pvt Ltd. 
Booth #26
Exhibitor: Kunal Israni and Ajay Pradhan

Tufropes Pvt Ltd - An integrated global Ropes and Netting manu-
facturing company.
Established in 1992, Tufropes is a leading global company 
engaged in the manufacturing of high-quality synthetic Ropes 
and Netting. Due to its advanced standards of production, 
Tufropes has extended its footprint across the globe with pres-
ence in over 85 countries. It is a leading OEM supplier to some 
leading blue-chip global brands. Our 5 manufacturing facilities 
help us with a quick response time to develop new products. It has 
been recognized with several quality certifications and awards, 
which bear testimony to our commitment towards operational 
excellence, corporate governance and social responsibility.

Nord Marine Services Limited 
Booth #27
Exhibitor: Nathan Balan 

Nord Marine Services Limited is a Newfoundland and Labrador 
based company involved in the business of sales and service 
of marine, environment, asset protection, and navigation aids, 
equipment and supplies.  
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Eastern Composite Services Inc.
Booth #32
Exhibitors: Janice Pike, Danielle Caul & Patsy Jenson  

Eastern Composite Services was formed in 2007 to capitalize on 
business opportunities in the industrial sectors of Newfoundland 
and Labrador.  Focused on specialty services using metal, fiberglass 
reinforced products (FRP) and plastics, we are equipped to provide 
fabrication, modifications, repairs, sand blasting, painting and spe-
cialized coatings.   
Services are provided from our 30,000 square foot facility in Long 
Harbour, Placentia Bay.  Our CWB certified welding shop can work 
on all types of metal and we can provide mobile and on-site services. 
Our workforce continues to grow, now exceeding 35 employees strong.  
Our team consists of Engineers, Technicians, Journeymen Pipe-fitters, 
Welders, Rubber Liners, FRP Technicians, Pipe Fusion Technicians, Sand 
Blasters and Painters, Carpenters, Machinists, Millwrights and Labourers.  

NLB Corp 
Booth #34
Exhibitor: Andrew Chilkiewicz

NLB Corporation is a global leader in the development and manu-
facture of 2 000 to 40 000 psi (140-2800 bar) high-pressure water 
jetting systems for industry. NLB offers pump units designed 
specifically for the harsh environments and conditions of net 
applications in situ or onshore. Long known for its reliable and 
durable pumps, NLB has worked closely with net cleaning indus-
try professionals in the creation of proven systems that provide 
less down time, lower coast operation and more productivity. A 
global service and support, helps customers in place with avail-
able spare/replacement parts and access to knowledgeable, 
trained service technicians. 

Atlantic Compressed Air Ltd. 
Booth #36
Exhibitor: Tom Bourgeois

Atlantic Compressed Air Ltd. is based in Moncton, NB with offices 
in Fredericton, NB, Dartmouth, NS and St. John’s, NL. In business 
since 1973 they are the largest and oldest compressor house 
in Eastern Canada. As part of the Comairco group they are the 
largest Sullair distributor in North America with offices in eight 
Canadian provinces and three states. Specializing in compressed 
air we also handle gas generation, (Nitrogen and Oxygen), process 
chillers, and Tuthill vacuum and blower packages. 
We have a fully stocked parts department and factory trained 
technicians. We can offer custom built packages as well as turnkey 
systems. Custom maintenance programs and attractive financing 
options as well.  Call toll free 1-877-858-9500 or visit our website: 
www.atlanticcompressedair.ca

BDC
Booth #33
Exhibitors: Jason Little & Kris Spurrell 

BDC, the Business Development Bank of Canada, is the only bank 
dedicated exclusively to entrepreneurs. BDC provides loans, 
advice and investments to 56,000 small and medium-sized com-
panies across Canada.
BDC business loans are designed to protect cash flow and 
help entrepreneurs grow their companies over the long-term. 
Entrepreneurs also need specialized advice. That’s why BDC offers 
consulting services to help business owners accelerate growth, 
improve productivity and build organizational capabilities. 
In Newfoundland and Labrador, BDC has business centres located 
in St. John’s, Grand Falls - Windsor and Corner Brook. To find out 
more, please visit bdc.ca, call 1-877-232-2269 or just drop by.

TriNav Group of Companies 
Booth #35
Exhibitor: Kerri Hann 

The TriNav Group of Companies consists of marine consulting 
firms which provide diverse and comprehensive services including 
Brokerage, Naval Architecture, Surveying, Project Management, 
Fisheries Consulting, Information Technology and Publishing. The 
companies are located in St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia and Massachusetts, USA. The companies 
were built on providing services to vessel owners, fish proces-
sors, government agencies, insurance companies, underwriters, 
boat builders and participants in the marine industry as a whole.

Aquaship AS 
Booth #37
Exhibitor: Sverre Taknes 

Aquaship AS – Gripship AS, Johnson Marine Ltd., Aquaship - 
Feedtrans AS
Offers wellboats, fish feed carriers, harvest vessels and service 
vessels worldwide. 

COLD HARVEST 2019 EXHIBITOR PROFILES
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AKVA Group North America
Booth #38
Exhibitor: Bryan Bosien 

AKVA group is a global technology and service partner that deliver 
technology and services that helps solve biological challenges 
within the aquaculture industry. Good operational performance 
and fish welfare ensures sustainability and profitability for the 
customer.
This is the premise for everything we deliver, from single compo-
nents to services and complete installations. In-depth aquaculture 
knowledge, extensive experience and a high capacity for innova-
tion characterizes and enables us to deliver the best solutions 
for both land-based and cage-based fish farming.

Aqua Sol Constructors 
Booth #40
Exhibitors: Dehong Yu & Gerry Sullivan 

Aqua Sol is a full-service construction and support company 
with a focus in plastic and composite piping and tanks backed 
with our research and development division to help optimize 
and test new products. Having strategic relationships built with 
suppliers and manufacturers throughout the world, Aqua Sol is 
able to offer a single point of contact to provide the services or 
product needed by our clients. Services include: HDPE fusion 
and debeading, FRP services, project management, building 
construction, inspection and testing, and procurement services. 

Center for Aquaculture Technologies
Booth #42
Exhibitors: John Buchanan & Debbie Plouffe 

The Center for Aquaculture Technologies is a full service contract 
R&D organization, focused on the application of biotechnologies 
to improve productivity, efficiency and sustainability in aquacul-
ture. Our research divisions include: Breeding and Genomics, 
Fish and Shrimp Health, Fish and Shrimp Nutrition, Diagnostics, 
Genotyping and Molecular Biology. Our teams and fully equipped 
facilities are well positioned to support a diverse range of projects. 

OK Marine 
Booth #39
Exhibitor: Oyvind Krisoffersen 

OK Marine was founded and established in 2007. The company 
was sold to Egersund Group in 2015 and is now a sister company 
to AKVA Group.
Within the field of “Aquaculture” OK Marine wishes to be a part-
ner for delousing. OK Marine has significant experience and 
great cooperation with producers who use cleaner fish to fight 
lice among farmed salmon. The use of cleaner fish is a natural 
delousing tool. Their expertise and experience will help increase 
fish welfare and save the breeder from large expenses. Delousing 
with environment and fish health in focus.

Deep Trekker Inc.
Booth #41
Exhibitor: Shak Unvalla  

Deep Trekker designs and manufactures underwater ROVs and 
surveillance cameras for regular inspection and site monitoring. 
Take control of your net inspection and ensure effective cleaning 
and monitoring using the DTG3 ROV and DTPod. Our underwater 
robots make pen and net inspections part of your daily routine, 
detect wear and tear that can cause fish escapes, and monitor 
stock health and behaviour. All of Deep Trekker units are battery 
operated and fully portable without the need for gas-powered 
generators or on-site power; ensuring no risk of contamination 
to the site environment.  

Avalon Laboratories 
Booth #43
Exhibitor:  Rodney Mercer

Avalon Laboratories was incorporated to service the labora-
tory needs of various industry and government sectors in 
Newfoundland and Labrador. From oil and gas to mining, munici-
pal water testing to food safety, Avalon Laboratories provides a 
broad suite of analytical services.
With a nationally accredited full-service laboratory we can reduce 
both the expensive transportation fees and the lost time associ-
ated with sample shipments to the mainland thereby shortening 
the turn-around times for results.
Our laboratories are conveniently located bringing analytical and 
field services closer than ever before. With clients spanning every 
industry, we have become the largest commercial laboratory,
and the first of its kind, in Newfoundland and Labrador.
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NL Association of CBDC
Booth #44
Exhibitor: Rachelle White 

The Newfoundland and Labrador Association of Community 
Business Development Corporation (CBDC) is a network of 
autonomous, not-for-profit organizations that work with all 
levels of government and private sector to meet the needs of 
small business. Their mission is to foster, support, and sustain the 
advancement of their members so that they can help develop 
local economies in Newfoundland and Labrador. As CBDCs, we 
assist in the creation of small businesses and in the expansion 
and modernization of existing businesses by providing financial 
and technical services to entrepreneurs with all levels of govern-
ment and private sector to meet the needs of small business.

Cargill Aqua Nutrition/EWOS Feeds
Booth #46
Exhibitor: Braden Hatt 

With over 80 years of experience, EWOS feeds are formulated 
to provide optimum fish health while helping our customer 
achieve their production goals.  This expertise, combined with 
our service excellence and Cargill’s more than 100 years of expe-
rience in animal nutrition solutions, ensures customers receive 
high quality, nutritionally-sound feeds that are backed by global 
feed and ingredient research.  These nutrition solutions include a 
range of functional feed additives that support fish health during 
environmental, production and life stage challenges.  The secret 
to our success is helping our customers achieve theirs.

BDO Canada LLP
Booth #48
Exhibitor: Matthew Galgay  

You need a professional services firm who knows the industry 
as well as you do. 
Whether dealing with government funding, exporting, taxes, or 
bookkeeping, BDO has the depth of knowledge in the fishing 
and aquaculture industry. Our firm can advise you on the right 
decisions for your organization, helping you to maximize on 
funding opportunities, and minimize on taxes. 
People who know Fishing and Aquaculture, know BDO. 

AIMS Ltd.
Booth #45
Exhibitors: John Hiscock & Martin Gibbons

AIMS Limited is a Newfoundland and Labrador owned and operated 
company which was incorporated in 1984. We conduct business from 
our own 10 000 sq. office/warehouse building located in Donovan’s 
Business Park, Mount Pearl, NL with an in-house staff of 14 people. 
Over the years we have developed into on of the leading companies 
in material Handling Equipment. With product lines covering forklifts 
to castors, racking/shelving systems to storage bins, isolated and 
tote boxes, just to name a few in addition, we deal extensively in the 
supply and service of overhead sectional doors, both residential and 
commercial, specialty doors, and dock equipment. We also do safety 
pallet racking, forklift inspections and safety forklift training. We have 
assembled a great team of highly qualified people and have built our 
reputation on quality products, services and fair competitive pricing. 

Optimar 
Booth #47 
Exhibitor: Martin Karlsen

FISH HANDLING WITH CARE is the heart and soul of everything 
we do. Caring for both quality fish handling and our customers' 
needs has been a key factor in Optimar's 80-years long history. 
This philosophy has led us to become a strong, competent and 
preferred supplier for our customers.
Our custom made systems have innovated an industry tradition-
ally dependent on manual labor. Side by side with our customers, 
we develop sophisticated automated solutions securing cost-
efficiency, animal welfare and the environment.

Learning Labs
Booth #48B
Exhibitor: Steve Taylor  

With a focus on the digital workforce, Learning Labs is a leading-edge curricu-
lum and training developer. We specialize in transforming industry-relevant 
content into digital learning platforms and delivery models that can better 
meet the needs of both today’s students and their future employers. 
We accomplish this by working closely with industry partners to understand 
their workforce skills requirements, and the environments in which they will 
be applied. From there we source appropriate learning content: content 
that will form the basis of the programming needed to deliver those skills.  
Finally, we construct delivery models that enable both students and work-
ers to get the most from their learning experiences. This can include online 
learning (asynchronous and synchronous), virtual reality training and other 
digital modalities. 
To learn more about what can be accomplished by blending industry driven 
content with the latest digital learning methods, speak to one of our rep-
resentatives today.
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ScaleAQ
Booth #49-50
Exhibitors: Tor Henrik, Genny West & Suzie Read

ScaleAQ has 40 years of international experience in the aquaculture industry and consists of Steinsvik, Aqualine and AquaOptima. We 
aim to be the world’s leading provider for land and sea-based aquaculture with 27 offices in 11 countries, 900 employees and customers 
in 40 countries. Our unique portfolio of products and services support the industry with digital platforms, industry standard feeding and 
camera technology, RAS, world class net pen packages both circle and steel and many more products engineered for aquaculture. We 
are hands on and have service technicians in all the major producing areas. Our equipment and designs are based on a deep maritime 
knowledge of the harshest conditions. Visit www.scaleaq.com for more information.

Skretting 
Booth #51
Exhibitor: Lesley Clark 

Skretting the global leader in innovative and sustainable nutri-
tional solutions for the aquaculture industry delivers outstanding 
feeds and services for sustainable production of over 60 fish 
species. 
Skretting’s mission: ‘Feeding the Future' is helping to satisfy the 
world’s rising food needs through responsible aquaculture and 
innovative ways to increase the efficiency and nutritional value 
of our products and reduce our environmental footprint.
We believe innovation is essential to driving the aquaculture 
industry forward. With over 25 years of research, advancements 
in our feed technology have allowed us to reduce marine content 
and increase both sustainability and efficiency of diets.

Wolseley Inc. Canada
Booth #53
Exhibitor: Chris Blundon 

Wolseley Waterworks provides the highest level of service and 
satisfaction to the municipal and heavy construction sectors. 
We’re fortunate to be backed by the resources, buying power 
and financial stability of Wolseley Canada, the industry leader 
in pipe, valve and fitting solutions.
• Municipal markets
• Contractors
• Utilities

• Industrial
• Aquaculture

Our dedicated and experienced team is responsible for explosive 
growth in NL in 2019, particularly the Aquaculture Industry.  With 
our newly hired experienced individuals we are proud to promote 
one of the best teams in the business with years of Aquaculture 
PVF experience. With an inventory accuracy of over 99% we are 
ready to service Aquaculture business with passion and pride.

Innovasea 
Booth #52
Exhibitors: Cyril Dempsey & Matt Holland

“Innovasea is the global leader in sustainable solutions for study-
ing and growing fish in our oceans and freshwater ecosystems. We 
combine technical expertise with a commitment to innovation 
that helps you run a healthy and productive fish farm. For over 25 
years, companies have used our technology to successfully grow, 
harvest and market their fish. With an expanding array of best-
in-class technology and deep experience in the field, Innovasea 
provides a complete, integrated solution at sea and on land. With 
real-time monitoring and data analysis, we are setting the stage 
for the next generation of aquaculture systems that are better 
for fish, better for people, and better for the planet. 
Innovasea. Working together to solve the toughest problems in 
the harshest water environments.”

TRC Hydraulics INC.
Booth #1B 
Exhibitors: Jason Levesque & Don Murphy 

TRC Hydraulics Inc. is Atlantic Canada’s Largest and most tech-
nologically advance hydraulics distributor, manufacturer and 
service provider. We serve customers from our four locations 
in Atlantic Canada, including three full-service sales and repair 
facilities and one manufacturing facility designed to meet the 
requirements of our customers.
•  More then 67,000 sq. feet of combined facility space 
•  24-hour emergency mobile service units at each location 
The company represents many of the world’s leading component 
manufacturers and operates 4 locations throughout Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick and Newfoundland and Labrador.
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Trimara Services UK Ltd. 
Booth #2B
Exhibitor: Kerry Hawthorn & Stewart Hawthorn

We sell the Autoboss, a robotic aquaculture net washing machine. 
We provide support for this machine including a comprehensive 
training program, yearly health checks, servicing, trouble shooting 
(a 24-7 service) and performance tracking. Trimara holds parts 
inventories in Canada and Scotland.

FloNergia Inc. 
Booth #4B
Exhibitor: Dr. Sherif Abdou 

FloNergia Inc., an Ontario registered corporation, specializes in the 
development and supply of its patent pending energy efficient airlift 
pumping and two-phase flow measuring systems for commercial, 
industrial and research applications. Designed specifically for aqua-
culture, aquaponics and hydroponics systems for water circulation 
and aeration, our pumps will, not only improve quality of the culture 
products, but will also reduce energy costs associated with pumping 
and aeration by 50 to 70% when compared to conventional systems. 
FloNergia’s pumps have been proven to perform several functions 
including: disrupting thermal stratification, improving oxygenation, and 
stripping carbon dioxide. FloNergia’s technology is being developed 
through the assistance of the School of Engineering at the University of 
Guelph. The company provides engineering support, technical advice 
and product service and selection for its customers from its facilities in 
Burlington, Ontario and its Research Centre at the University of Guelph.

Aqua-Life Products 
Booth #6B
Exhibitor: Kyle Gutknecht

Aqua-Life Products has been designing, developing, and imple-
menting fish pumps and support equipment for the aquaculture 
and fisheries industries for nearly 45 years. Currently there are 
over 2000 pumps operating over the globe in over 40 countries 
and across 5 continents. Aqua-Life fish pumps are operated in 
a variety of applications and species ranging from salmonids, 
tilapia, bass to algae. From this diversity of applications, time 
proven solutions, and design development, Aqua-Life Products 
is the most experience and diverse manufacturers of centipedal 
fish pumping equipment in the world. 

Canada Cryogenetics Services
Booth #3B
Exhibitor: Maureen Ritter 

Canada Cryogenetics Services (a division of Cryogenetics AS) primarily offers ser-
vices and technology for cryopreservation and storage of fish milt. Cryopreservation 
of fish milt is a powerful tool for preservation of genetic diversity in wild species 
and as an integral part of breeding programs in commercial aquaculture. We 
have protocols developed for all species of Salmon (Atlantic and Pacific), Trout, 
Sturgeon, Halibut, Cod, Char, Lumpfish, Catfish, Cobia and Zebrafish with several 
new species under development at this time.
Canada Cryogenetics offers services including analysis of fresh milt to determine 
density as well as quality.
Our AquaBoost series of products allows the client to optimize the effect of fresh 
milt. It gives the client the possibility to dilute fresh milt or store fresh milt for up 
to 12 days before fertilization.
Canadian Labs are operated in Black Creek on Vancouver Island BC as well as 
St. Andrews NB. Our US division is based out of Washington State and New 
Hampshire. For more information please go to our website at www.cryogenet-
ics.com or Contact Maureen Ritter: Maureen.Ritter@cryogenetics.com Ph: mobile 
(250)203-0333

Advance Education and Skills 
Booth #5B
Exhibitor: Geoff Newman 

The Department of Advanced Education, Skills and Labour works 
to ensure the province has a highly educated and skilled work-
force to meet evolving labour market demands.
This is achieved through various services and supports available 
to employers and individuals, which can be accessed online at 
www.aesl.gov.nl.ca or through our Employment Centre Network.
Programs available include the Canada-NL Job Grant which shares 
costs with employers investing in training their employees and 
the JobsNL Wage Subsidy which provides funding to employers 
to create sustainable employment.
The Office of Immigration and Multiculturalism works with 
employers to assist in recruiting experienced internationally 
trained workers and international graduates

Vigilant Management Inc.
Booth #7B
Exhibitor: Michelle Sampson 

Vigilant Management is Atlantic Canada’s first Construction 
Agency. We are dedicated to working with Owner’s to plan and 
execute their capital projects. Our innovative approach to project 
delivery is rooted in integration and communication. We believe 
every successful project stems from our ability to understand 
our client’s core operations. Our success is built on our desire 
to build long-lasting relationships that help our clients realize 
their goals – no matter how ambitious. Vigilant is proud to work 
with aquaculture companies advancing the industry in Atlantic 
Canada. 

COLD HARVEST 2019 EXHIBITOR PROFILES
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Burin Penninsula Chamber of Commerce
Booth: #8B
Exhibitor: Christa Power

The Burin Peninsula Chamber of Commerce encompasses the entire 
Burin Peninsula south of Swift Current .The chamber strives to be the 
driver of the economy with small, medium and industry leaders by 
being a voice of business on the Burin Peninsula. Mandate focus is 
on promoting prosperity, growth and business excellence through 
community leadership, communication, networking, advocating 
and promoting the economic and social well- being of its members 
and the region. 
The Burin Peninsula region is at a turning point in economic develop-
ment especially with emerging major industrial projects. BPCC has 
a renewed commitment to be a contributing force to rejuvenating 
the economy of the region; helping grow the pillars identified; pro-
actively recruiting new business ventures to this area; and making 
it a choice place for locals and immigrants alike to want to settle 
and raise a family.

Stranda Prolog AS
Booth: Courtyard
Exhibitor: Bent Botten

Norway based Stranda Prolog AS has supplied machines and 
technology to the coastal industries since 1946. The company has 
been owned and led by the same family for three generations. 
What started as a modest one-man business today has close 
to 100 employees and serves some of the largest producers of 
seafood all over the world. 
Our product range includes high quality equipment for fish han-
dling both for aquaculture and fisheries. We supply well boats, 
stun & bleed vessels, harvesting plants and fishing vessels.
On display at Cold Harvest is our new Manta Net Cleaner.

COLD HARVEST 2019 EXHIBITOR PROFILES

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR CONFERENCE DELEGATES
NAIA REGISTRATION DESK HOURS

Tuesday, Sept 24 from 8:00 am – 8:00 pm
Wednesday, Sept 25 from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Thursday, Sept 26 from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

TRADE SHOW EXHIBITS 
All nutrition breaks will take place in the Trade Show area 
in Salon A, the foyer area, and the bridge area which is to 
the left of the elevators. Please show your support by visiting 
these areas. Exhibit spaces must be completely cleared by 2:00 
pm on Thursdsay, Sept 26th to prepare for the Gala Banquet.

DR. JOE BROWN SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER 
The annual Dr. Joe Brown Silent Auction will take place in the 
Placentia Bay Room during the Opening Reception and run 
until Thursday evening. All proceeds raised supports aqua-
culture student scholarships, bursaries, and travel. Payments 
and pick ups are required immediately following the banquet 
at the registration desk in the lobby. Anyone wishing to donate 
an auction item can drop it off at the registration desk. 
Thank you for your continued support!

SOCIAL EVENT – NL KITCHEN PARTY AT O’REILLY’S
Join us on Wednesday evening, Sept 25 at 7:00 pm at O’Reilly’s 
NL Irish Pub, 13 George Street, St. John’s, NL. Tickets include 
one beverage, blue mussels, appetizers and live entertainment by 
Heel and Toe. (Tickets must be purchased in advance – available 
at registration). Tickets must be provided for entrance.

GALA BANQUET
The Gala Banquet – Master Class will take place at the Delta 
Hotel on Thursday, September 26th. (Cocktails at 6:30 pm/
Dinner at 7:00 pm). Join us for a Master Class featuring Chef 
Ned Bell and Chef Steve Watson. Meal includes: NL Organic 
Blue Mussels, Atlantic Salmon, Vegetables, Dessert, Tea/Coffee. 
Hall of Fame and Aquaculturist of the Year Awards following 
the dinner. Tickets must be provided for entrance.

DELEGATE NAME TAGS
Cold Harvest delegates are required to wear their name tags at 
all times.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR COLD HARVEST PLANNING COMMITTEES 
Allison Kendall - SimCorp Marine Environmental, Gail 
Hoskins - Dept. Fisheries and Land Resources, Laura Halfyard 
- Sunrise Fish Farms, Lori Kennedy - Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency, Sheldon George - Cooke Aquaculture, 
Danny Boyce - Ocean Sciences Centre, Jonathan Gagné - 
Enterprises Shippagan, Mark Lane - NAIA, Roberta Collier 
- NAIA, and Jackie Richards, NAIA. Program Committee: 
Darrell Green – Program Chair, NAIA, Mark Lane – NAIA, 
Elizabeth Barlow – Mowi Canada East, Danny Boyce – Dr. 
Joe Brown Aquatic Research Building of MUN, Cyr Couturier 

– Marine Institute of MUN, Danny Eveleigh – East Chem, 
Patrick Gagnon – Department of Ocean Sciences, MUN, 
Sheldon George – Cold Ocean Salmon, Laura Halfyard – 
Sunrise Fish Farms, Chris Hendry – Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada, Jonathan Kawaja – NL Fisheries and Land Resources, 
Candice Way – Grieg NL, Jillian Westcott – Marine Institute of 
MUN, Stephanie Synard-McInnis – Dept. Fisheries and Land 
Resources, Sean Macneill – Canadian Centre for Fisheries 
Innovation, Stefanie Colombo – Dalhousie University, and 
Tim Kennedy – Canadian Aquaculture Industry Alliance.

PLEASE SEE THE CONFERENCE INSERT FOR THE COLD HARVEST 2019 PROGRAM AND HIGHLIGHTS
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You need an accountant who knows the industry as well as  
you do.

Whether dealing with government funding, exporting, taxes, or 
bookkeeping, BDO has a depth of knowledge in the fishing and 
aquaculture industry. Our firm can advise you on the right 
decisions for your organization, helping you to maximize on 
funding opportunities, and minimize on taxes.

For more information, contact:  
Matthew Galgay, CPA, CA
Partner, National Fishing & Aquaculture Industry Leader 
709-999-0204 | mgalgay@bdo.ca 

300 Kenmount Road, Suite 100
St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador  A1B 3R2 
 
People who know, know BDO.SM 
Assurance | Accounting | Tax | Advisory 
www.bdo.ca

Strike gold by 
going east

Learning Labs specializes in digital/virtual reality based training: 

Customizable skills training that can help workers in the Newfoundland 

and Labrador aquaculture industry realize their full potential.

Platinum sponsors of

T r a i n i n g  F o r  T h e  D i g i t a l  W o r k f o r c e

Learning Labs



 Aquaculture: Growing ForwardFall 2019 35



 Aquaculture: Growing Forward

7721–132nd Street, Surrey, BC  Canada V3W 4M8
Customer Service-Orders-shipping Toll Free 1.800.663.0476
Toll Free Fax 1.866.287.4422 | Ewosca_Cs@cargill.com 

EWOS.COM
KNOWLEDGE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

EWOS Dermic
Support for � sh skin and scale integrity

Physical damage due to treatments and handling, or the effects 
of environmental and disease challenges, such as sea lice 
and winter sores, impact � sh health and growth performance.

EWOS Dermic is designed to support the immune response 
during such events, and reinforces skin and scale integrity 
by combining prebiotics, optimized vitamins, minerals and 
amino acids.

Available as a functional pack, EWOS Dermic can be added 
to any EWOS diet.

And we’re proud to  
be a Silver Sponsor of the  
26th Annual Cold Harvest 
Conference & Trade Show!

CELEBRATING THE 
NEWEST INNOVATIONS 
IN OUR PROVINCE’S 
OLDEST INDUSTRY!
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The Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association 
(NAIA) is pleased to announce the winners of its 7th 

Annual Scholarship for graduating students from high schools 
in Newfoundland and Labrador. The competition was held 
in the spring/summer across the province and a number of 
submissions were received. 

One scholarship will be valued at $500 and two at $250 will 
be awarded to students pursuing a post-secondary education 
in the fall. Congratulations to the award winners Jack Simms, 
Brandon Fougere and Ava Marshall. 

Jack Simms attended Roncalli Central High School in 
Colliers, NL and will be awarded the $500 scholarship towards 
his entrance to Marine Institute of NL in the fall. 

Brandon Fougere attended Holy Name of Mary Academy 
in Lawn, NL and is also attending Marine Institute in the 
fall. Ava Marshall attended Fitzgerald Academy in English 
Harbour West, NL and will be attending College of the North 
Atlantic in the fall. Both Brandon and Ava will be awarded 
$250 towards their studies. Special thanks to all other candi-
dates for their contributions. 

This annual scholarship competition for high school gradu-
ating students is made available with proceeds raised at the 
Joe Brown Silent Auction 

Jack Simms Brian Fougere Ava Marshall

NAIA Post-Secondary 
Scholarship Recipients
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Be part of  
something good.

facebook.com/MowiCanadaEast

Run longer and stronger 
with NLB pumps that offer 

maximum uptime and easy 
maintenance.

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Go to NLBCORP.COM or call 
(800) 227-7652 today!

© Copyright 2018 NLB Corp. | PSaleAqua_18_001_v1

 RELIABLE 
NET CLEANING 
PUMPS.
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Perspectives on AquaNor
By: Mayor Barry Manuel, Town of Grand Falls Windsor, NL

As Mayor of the Town of Grand Falls-
Windsor, it was an honour to be a delegate 

on the Canadian Mission to AquaNor led by 
the Atlantic Canada Fish Farmers Association 
(ACFFA). The ACFFA team did an excellent job 
making sure delegates were provided everything 
we needed in relation to salmon farming in 
Norway and globally. It is clear that this indus-
try is a major contributor to Atlantic Canada 
and continues to experience significant growth.

Our mission started in the beautiful region 
of Kristiansund. While there, we visited a lump 
(cleaner) fish hatchery, a remote-operated net 
cleaning fabrication facility and a feed mill. We 
also had a fabulous boat trip to SalMar Ocean 
Farm  One, a deep-sea salmon farm, and toured 
a state-of-the-art salmon processing facility. 

After visiting these companies and seeing 
first-hand the industry support operations in 
rural Norway, I was struck by the geographical 
similarities to the south coast of Newfoundland. 
To see all the skilled young people working to 
drive this industry in rural communities was 

particularly impressive. I was amazed to learn 
how firmly based in technology the industry 
has become.

The AquaNor trade show in Trondheim was 
extremely impressive with over 30,000 del-
egates attending from around the world. The 
event enabled us to reconnect with members 
of the Innovation Norway delegation that vis-
ited Grand Falls-Windsor in June. We were also 
able to establish new relationships with other 
companies and presented how our community 
can be an important and beneficial part of the 
industry’s growth and success in Newfoundland 
and Labrador.

Companies like Cooke, Grieg, and MOWI 
are enhancing their footprint in rural 
Newfoundland and are driving the salmon 
aquaculture industry in our province to excit-
ing new heights. As a community that wants 
to play an active role in the long-term sustain-
ability and prosperity of our beautiful province, 
we recognize the valuable opportunities for 
local industry participation, new high skilled 
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careers, training and educational partnerships, 
and long-term growth and reinvestment in rural 
Newfoundland.

The Norway mission allowed us to better 
understand salmon aquaculture at the high-
est level, to build relationships with industry 
stakeholders, and create partnerships for our 
community. As a community perfectly centered 
in the middle of our province, Grand Falls-
Windsor is poised to be an industry hub and 
a key link in the aquaculture supply chain. The 
mission provided us with an excellent strategic 
perspective.

We have made quality of life initiatives high 

priority for our community. The abundance of 
parks, green spaces, trails, and other recreational 
amenities, makes Grand Falls-Windsor a great 
place to live for industry employees and their 
families. The Town also offers many programs 
and events for all ages and abilities. For outdoor 
enthusiasts there are hunting, fishing, hiking, 
snowmobiling and ATVing opportunities on 
our doorstep.

Grand Falls-Windsor is very excited to be a 
partner in this new chapter of economic develop-
ment in rural Newfoundland. We look forward 
to continuing to work with NAIA and the indus-
try to support its growth and success.
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www.gatewaytoaquaculture.com

Gateway to the Aquaculture Industry
in Newfoundland & Labrador

We want to work with you! Visit us at:

Business Partnerships
Broad Based Healthcare Services

Diverse Housing & Real Estate
Education Centre

Fully Serviced Industrial Park
Innovation Partnerships
Key Transportation Hub

Retail Services
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Cooking with Chef Steve Watson

Ingredients:
• 3 lbs. NL Organic blue mussels 
• 2 Beer
• 1 tsp. Butter
• Juice of 1 lemon
• 1 tsp. Chopped garlic 
• 250 ml. Central Dairies 35% Whipping Cream
• 1 tsp. Salt
• 1/2 cup Chopped red onion
• 1/4 cup Chopped parsley

Directions:
In a large stockpot place salt, butter, beer and lemon 

juice. Cover and simmer. Add NL blue mussels, chopped 
red onion and chopped garlic. Cover to steam. Once the 
shells are open, add the cream. Add chopped parsley, 
pour over mussels and serve immediately. Enjoy!

Join us at the Cold Harvest gala for an exciting 
masterclass with Chef Ned Bell and Chef Watson 
Steamed Blue Mussels in Garlic Cream Sauce

Chef Steve Watson served as an apprentice in 
London, and worked in Scotland, Belgium, France 

and Germany before moving to Canada in 1977 to study 

North American cooking. He taught culinary arts at 

the Cambrian College in Sudbury, ON before joining 

the Canadian Pacific Hotels chain in 1988. He recently 

retired as Territory Sales Manager and Executive Chef 

with Agropur, and has taken on a new passion of work-

ing as a tour guide with McCarthy’s Party in St. John’s, 

NL. He’s also a devoted family man and a prominent 

member of the local community. Steve epitomizes the 

definition of a volunteer, including his work with NAIA 

and his quarterly submissions to the Cold Harvester, 

and spends countless hours giving back to the people 

of a province he now calls home.
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The Department of Ocean Sciences, Memorial University: 
At the Forefront of Canada’s Cold Ocean Bioscience, 
Fostering Multidisciplinary Opportunities for Marine 
Research, Training, Education and Stewardship
By: Danielle Nichols, Research Marketing Manager/Program Coordinator, Department of Ocean Sciences

The Department is located at the Ocean Sciences Centre 
(OSC) in Logy Bay, which is approximately 10 km from 

the St. John’s campus. The OSC is a major facility for marine 
research on the Atlantic coast, and is one of Canada’s largest 
marine laboratories. By virtue of its location, the department 
provides Canadian and international scientists and students 
access to the flora and fauna of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean 
and is uniquely situated for shore-based studies of cold-ocean 
processes and subarctic, Arctic and deep-sea organisms. A 
strategic goal of the department is to carry out world-class 
research that focuses on organisms and processes in the cold 
ocean and to provide education and training opportunities at 
the undergraduate, graduate and post-doctoral levels. 

Education
Education and training are principle principal mandates of 

the Department of Ocean Sciences. Academic programs, along 
with hands-on experience through part-time and summer 
positions, are delivered within a stimulating, research-inten-
sive environment. The distinctiveness of the Department’s 

resources provides an opportunity for interdisciplinary train-
ing in cold-ocean and deep-sea research, related to biological 
and chemical oceanography, behavioural and population 
ecology, physiology, biochemistry, molecular biology, and 
aquaculture and fisheries. 

At the undergraduate level, B.Sc. minors are available 
in oceanography and sustainable aquaculture and fisher-
ies ecology, while B.Sc. majors and Honours are offered in 
ocean sciences and marine biology. Core courses include the 
foundational Exploration of the World Ocean, introductory 
courses to the various disciplines of oceanography, a course 
in Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture, as well as a field 
course on Practical Ocean Sciences that introduces students 
to sampling methods and data analysis. Many senior-level 
courses directly or indirectly relate to aquaculture, including 
Marine Microbiology, Marine Omics, Aquaculture Principles 
and Practices, and Aquaculture and Fisheries Biotechnology, 
to name a few. Over 20 students are currently enrolled in 
undergraduate programs offered by our Department. 

Graduate student education is another major focus. There 
are more than 65 MSc and PhD students being supervised 
mainly in the Department’s own Marine Biology program (24 
MSc and 21 PhD ). These students take graduate courses in 
research methods, marine biology, physiology, and immunol-
ogy and diseases. The faculty members of the Department of 

http://www.mun.ca/osc/about/location-map.php
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Ocean Sciences also supervise students in the Department 
of Biology, in interdisciplinary programs (Aquaculture, 
Environmental Science, Cognitive and Behavioural Ecology) 
and in Chemistry. About half of the research projects being 
undertaken by graduate students in our Department involve 
aquaculture, including investigations into nutrition, behav-
iour, physiology, and immunology.

Ocean Frontier Institute (OFI) – Module J: 
Improving Sustainability and Mitigating the 
Challenges of Aquaculture

An interdisciplinary team of researchers at Memorial 
University, Dalhousie University and the University of Prince 
Edward Island, as part of the Ocean Frontier Institute, has 
embarked on a large-scale ($4 Million) research project (OFI 
Module J) to improve sustainability and mitigate the chal-
lenges faced by aquaculture. 

OFI Module J’s team of fourteen Principal Investigators, 
seventeen M.Sc. students, ten Ph.D. students, and eight 
post-doctoral fellows, along with five highly skilled research 
technicians/assistants, are involved in projects such as: 
developing sustainable and therapeutic diets for salmon; 
understanding and mitigating the effects of pathogens and 
climate change on fish health and welfare; developing sus-
tainable control measures for pathogens of fishes; lessening 
the impact of aquaculture on the environment; and further 
developing the production of emerging/alternative aquacul-
ture species, such as sablefish and sea cucumber.

Since the project’s inception in 2017, research teams in OFI 
Module J have shared research results by presenting at over 20 
conferences / workshops locally, nationally and internation-
ally, and publishing 15 articles in various journals and other 
scientific publications. Many more OFI-related publications 

will emerge from this large-scale initiative over the coming 
years.

Engaging various academic departments (Ocean Sciences, 
Biology, Engineering, Marine Institute, Agriculture, 
Humanities and Social Sciences), government agencies, indus-
try partners and collaborators locally, nationally and 
internationally, the OFI Module J team has already made 
significant progress towards strengthening and expanding 
capacity in aquaculture research and developing innovative 
aquaculture products.
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a  b e t te r  f i l te r,  a  b e t te r  f u t u re .
The Modular Rotating Biological Contactor
By Advanced Aquacultural Technologies 

More efficient, more effective:
• Configurable to most sizes of systems, flexible and modular in nature
• Biological filtration while providing oxygenation and CO2 stripping
• Save energy over trickling filters

Capable of supplementing existing filtration systems or serving as a 
primary system for most aquaculture facilities.

Learn more at: 
www.advancedaquaculturaltechnologies.com  1.574.457.5802.  

Faster to harvest

WWW.SKRETTING.CA

PRIME & EXPRESS are the next generation of feeds for post-transfer 
salmon. Skretting’s new grower salmon feed diets enable a shorter 
production time in the sea, without compromising fish health or final quality.

PRIME prepares, or primes, the fish, building a solid foundation to support 
fast, high quality growth. EXPRESS builds on the framework created by 
Prime, maximizing the speed of growth by enabling the fish to fully utilize 
the potential in the feed.

44 Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association
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Ashley Bungay, Fish Health Technician
Employer: Northern Harvest Sea Farms, MOWI 

Harbour Breton, NL

Please provide your hometown or 
brief information on where you are 
originally from.

I  a m f rom Ha rb ou r  Bre ton , 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 

What is your education or 
experienced background?

I completed my Bachelor of Science at 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
(MUN) with a major in Chemistry and a 
minor in Mathematics. I then completed 
the Advanced Diploma in Sustainable 
Aquaculture from the Marine Institute of 
MUN. I did my work term with Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada (DFO) in St. John’s 
working with aquatic invasive species. 
Shortly after my work term, I started 
my Master’s degree in aquaculture while 
working part time with aquatic invasive 
species with DFO. I am currently work-
ing on completing this degree. 

What does your job entail and how 
does this position relate to the 
aquaculture industry?

My job entails monitoring fish health 
on the MOWI sites on the south coast of 
NL. I make routine site visits and take 
samples of fish when necessary. 

What is the most interesting thing 
you have ever experienced in this 
position or while working in the 
aquaculture industry?

The most interesting thing I have 
experienced in this position was har-
vesting our fish. I have been studying 
aquaculture for many years, but have not 
actually worked in the industry, therefore 
many things are new for me. 

What is the most challenging part 
of your job?

The most challenging part of my job is 
choosing what to do when I go to work in 
the morning. There is always something 
new to learn and try and I always want 
to do everything at once. 

What is the most rewarding part of 
your job?

The most rewarding part of my job 
is knowing that I am helping produce 
healthy fish that are providing a sustain-
able food source. Also, working on the 
water is a really great part of my job. 

What advice would you 
recommend to anyone interested 
in working in the aquaculture 
industry?

The advice that I would give to anyone 
interested in the aquaculture industry 
would be that there is always something 
new to learn. It is an interesting industry 
which is evolving all the time. 

AQUACULTURE 
PROFESSIONAL PROFILE
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Providing Quality Solutions

Full Service Provider on Land and Sea
• Net Design and Manufacturing,
• Complete Net and Tarp Servicing
• On-site net washing
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Ocean Technology Alliance Canada Leads Development 
of Canada-Wide Ocean Industries Asset Map
Government of Canada invests in creation of inclusive, online coast to coast to coast resource.

The global blue economy is forecasted to reach a value of $3 
trillion (USD) by 2030. Canada’s ocean industries stand to 

benefit greatly from this growth. To help capture an inclusive, 
pan-Canadian picture of the private enterprise, research and 
educational institutions, and innovation ecosystem stakeholders 
in this country’s ocean economy, the Ocean Technology Alliance 
Canada (OTAC) with delivery partner OceansAdvance, is lead-
ing the development of a digital ocean asset map and database.

OTAC has contracted Triware Technologies Inc., to lead the 
research, validation and categorization of stakeholders in key 
ocean sectors including, but not limited to, oil and gas, fisher-
ies, aquaculture, ocean sensing, ocean mapping, underwater 
acoustics, and supply and service. The result will be a searchable 
database of Canada’s private, public and non-government ocean 
ecosystem, housed on Canada’s Ocean Supercluster’s website.

The Government of Canada, through the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency (ACOA), is making a non-repayable 
investment of $250,000 in this initiative.

The Honourable Seamus O’Regan, Minister of Indigenous 
Services and Member of Parliament for St. John’s South—Mount 
Pearl, on behalf of the Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of 

Innovation, Science and Economic Development and Minister 
responsible for ACOA, made the announcement today.

Economic growth and the creation of good jobs for Atlantic 
Canadians require innovation and diversification. Support for 
this project is one way the Government of Canada is growing 
the innovation economy by working to sustain strategic clusters, 
and enhance the development and reach of business accelerators 
and incubators. Projects like this also contribute to the Atlantic 
Growth Strategy outcome of long-term economic prosperity in 
the region.

 Quotes
“The forecasted growth in the global blue economy represents 

great opportunity for our country and the Government of Canada 
is working hard to ensure we are not just part of that growth, but 
that we lead it. Our investment in Canada’s Ocean Supercluster 
and in projects like the Ocean Technology Alliance Canada’s inclu-
sive, digital, pan-Canadian asset map, help strengthen our ocean 
capacity and set us up for continued success at home and abroad.” 

The Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, 
Science and Economic Development and Minister respon-
sible for ACOA

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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OUR MISSION
To diversify the economy of the Town of Grand Bank 
through the attraction of new investment and businesses, 
expansion of existing operations and encouraging export 
development by offering programs and services that are 
client driven.

Contact us to learn of our financial and non-financial 
incentives along with our suite of service offerings.

Grand Bank Development Corporation
3 Church Street, P.O. Box 430
Grand Bank, NL   Canada  A0E 1W0
Tel: 709-832-3235  Fax: 709-832-3225
Toll Free: 1-877-832-3235
E-mail: judy@gbdc.ca
URL: www.gbdc.ca

GRAND BANK 
DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

The Town of Grand Bank – strategically 
located to service the aquaculture sector in 

the Coast of Bays and Placentia Bay
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“Maps are vital tools in our every day lives. From navigating our 
streets to sailing our seas, they allow us to discover new things and 
places, and to make connections. This initiative will not only allow 
Canadians to search valuable information about our country’s 
ocean sectors, it will also allow international stakeholders to do 
the same. This opens up unlimited potential for global partnerships 
and investments, further strengthening the world’s ocean economy 
and Canada’s place in it.” 

The Honourable Seamus O’Regan, Minister of Indigenous 
Services and Member of Parliament for St. John’s South-
Mount Pearl
“The Ocean Technology Alliance Canada is excited to partner 

with the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Canada’s 
Ocean Supercluster to drive the development of an ocean-focused 
Canadian asset map and database that will represent the collective 
strengths and capabilities of our industry’s ocean innovation eco-
system. This resource, while demonstrating the depth and breadth 
of our sector, will connect industry, research and academic partners 
across the country and around the world. We look forward to reach-
ing out to partners across Canada to ensure everyone in the ocean 
space has an opportunity to participate in this important initiative.” 

Cathy Hogan, Executive Director, OceansAdvance, on 
behalf of OTAC

Quick Facts 
• OTAC was created by the regional ocean technology associa-

tions in Canada to help grow the economic capacity of Canada’s 
ocean technology sector for the benefit of sector companies 
and affiliated organizations. Its mandate is to create an ocean 
brand for Canada.

• OTAC members are: OceansAdvance; the Ocean Technology 
Council of Nova Scotia (OCTNS); Technopole Maritime du 
Quebec (TMQ); Ocean Networks Canada (ONC); and the 
Association of British Columbia Marine Industries (ABCMI).

• Over 50 per cent of Canada’s $30 billion ocean economy is 
anchored in Atlantic Canada and our ocean industries account 
for over one-third of all ocean-related jobs in Canada. This 
project is an example of collaborative partnership between 
non-government organizations and the Ocean Supercluster 
to showcase Canada’s ocean capacity.

• The Government of Canada is investing $250,000 in this proj-
ect through ACOA’s Regional Economic Growth through 
Innovation program.

Contacts:
Paul McGrath, Director of Communications
ACOA NL • 709-772-2984 • paul.mcgrath@canada.ca
Cathy Hogan, Executive Director
OceansAdvance • 709-738-7059  
Cathy.Hogan@oceansadvance.net 

Ocean Technology Alliance 
CONTINUED
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NORTH AMERICA  +1-877-544-4966

INTERNATIONAL +1-902-367-7482

Healthy fish. Your goal. 
Our commitment. 

© 2017 Eli Lilly and Company, or its a�liates.
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Couturier on Culture
Climate Science and Sustainable Aquaculture

By: Cyr Couturier 

Cyr Couturier is an aquaculture scientist and program chair at the Fisheries and Marine 
Institute of Memorial University. He has 35+ years of experience in applied research and 
development, training and education in aquaculture.  He is a Board and Executive member 
of several aquaculture & development associations, including NAIA (past-president), 
CAIA (president), CAHRC, etc. He has worked in aquaculture development in over 18 
countries. The views expressed herein are his own. Contact: cyr@mi.mun.ca or follow on 
Twitter @aquacanada

There is no doubt that climate is changing around the 
globe. There is ample evidence of more frequent and 

intense meteorological events (e.g., winds, storm surges, flood-
ing) and global warming of the land and the sea, around the 
globe. There is consensus among academics, scientists, and 
even most humans and governments that these changes are 
a result of our carbon economies, and the impacts humans 
are having on the environment with our wasteful activities 
related to transportation, housing, manufacturing, and yes, 
even to our food production.  This includes both farmed 
and wild capture seafood activities.  Fortunately, sustainable 

aquaculture and fisheries can demonstrate quite nicely that 
the carbon footprint of food production is quite low, compared 
with a number of other food production and manufacturing 
activities. As well, it can be demonstrated quite nicely that 
seafood farming provides ecosystem services to ameliorate 
the effects of global warming, including carbon sequestration 
by seaweed and molluscan shellfish, use of plants in finfish 
diets, and reduction in ocean acidification (an impact of global 
warming). But, we need to continue to reduce the footprint 
continuously as we forge ahead in this new era of reducing 
carbon emissions, and that will include reducing plastics 
and using greener energy in production and manufacturing, 
and adapting production to a changing climate and ocean 
conditions. 

Some of the anticipated, and observed impacts of climate 
change / global warming on aquaculture systems include: 
alterations in regional food supplies to coastal areas (phyto-
plankton) and consequent declines in productivity, primarily 
in filter feeding shellfish. Some of these shifts have been noted 
in the late 1990s already in coastal Newfoundland in mussel 
farming regions. 

We have also seen an increase in invasive species that poten-
tially imbalance coastal ecosystems, and affect aquaculture.  
Locally, the list includes range extensions of predators, like 
green crabs, a variety of tunicates, and even endemic patho-
gens viral, bacterial, and parasitic. All of these so called 
invasions, are predictable based on the changing climate 
paradigm we have entered into.  Wild fish are showing the 
effects as well, with range extensions Northward in the case of 
lobsters, cod, salmon, for example, as well as declines south-
ward in their ranges. 

So, what does this mean for sustainable aquaculture? It 
means that the species under cultivation now, will most 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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certainly experience greater and more varied impacts from 
the changing climate, and farmers of both finfish and shell-
fish will need to adapt their production methods, their fish, 
and their products if they wish to continue to farm in their 
existing areas.

Several academics at Memorial University’s School of 
Fisheries (Marine Institute) and Ocean Sciences Department 
have been working with both the shellfish and finfish seafood 
farming sectors to help find the solutions the industry requires 
to successfully continue to provide the sustainable seafood, 
offered by aquaculture.  We do look forward to continuing to 
provide solutions to this industry, that has recently surpassed 
wild capture seafood in terms of consumption globally, as well 
as beef consumption by humans, as another sustainable protein 
source.  Several of the research projects are presented in the 
NAIA Cold-Harvest Conference, 24-26 September 2019, for 
details visit  www.coldharvest.ca.

Modern shellfish and salmon farming sites around coastal 
Newfoundland dealing with the impacts of climate change on 
production. Photo Credit: C. Couturier.

 - HDPE & plastic pipe, valves, fittings (PVF)
 - aquaculture products & services

 - fusion equipment rentals, sales & repairs
  -fusion training & fusion services

50 Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association

Couturier CONTINUED
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The SLICE® Sustainability Project
Introducing

(parasiticide)

The SLICE® Sustainability Project is the latest global 
initiative from Merck Animal Health — the world’s leader 
in health management tools for farm-raised fish.

Based on four core actions — Protect, Conserve, Renew, 
and Succeed — the field-proven, science-driven program 
is helping the world’s salmon farmers develop long-term, 
sustainable control programs for sea lice.

To help ensure success, The SLICE Sustainability Project also 
involves a global network of analytical laboratories that 
conduct bioassays, feed and tissue analyses, and other tests 
needed to implement the program effectively.

Your Merck Animal Health representatives are ready to 
take an active role in your sea lice control program — 
training farm personnel and developing site-specific 
strategies that ensure product efficacy and longevity.

Canada +1.866.683.7838

http://aqua.merck-animal-health.com

© 2014 Intervet International B.V., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc.,  
Whitehouse Station, NJ, USA. All rights reserved.
MAH-SSP-16CN
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